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Message

I am pleased to know that Deep Welfare Organization, Delhi is
organizing a seminar on ‘Girl Child: Survival and Growth® on
National Girl Child Day on 24™ January, 2017. It is equally gratifying
that a souvenir titled *Laavanya: Let Your Daughter Grow” is being
brought out to mark the occasion.

National girl child day has been started as a national girl’s
development mission by the Government of India. It is cclebrated to
promote the girls position in the society to make their living better
among society people. It raises the awarcness among people all over
the country about the importance of girl’s promotion. It enhances the
meaningful contribution of the girls in decision making processes
through the active support of the parents and other community
members. In this direction Prime Minister of India, Sh. Narendra
Modi has launched twin programmes of “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao”
and “Sukanya Samriddhi Account™ in a bid to encourage birth and
education of girls and to tackle the low child sex ratio. Similarly state
governments and a number of social organization like Deep Welfare
Organization, Delhi are working together to protect girl child.

I appreciate the initiative of Deep Welfare Organization, Delhi to
hold a seminar on a very pertinent issue of ‘Girl Child: Survival and
Growth’. 1 congratulate Deep Welfare Organization, Delhi for raising
voice for girl child and wish all success in its endeavor.
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(Prof. Kaptan Singh Solanki)



Devendra Fadnavis
Chief Minister ! Mantralaya
Maharashtra L A Mumbai-400 032

18" January 2017

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Deep Welfare Foundation is
organizing a seminar on Girl Child: Survival & Growth to
commemorate National Girl Child Day.

In Sanskrit *Duhita’ is one of the synonyms for daughter
which means she is who takes care of the well-being of her
parental as well as in-laws house. But, we forget the meaning
and for years now a girl child has been treated as a curse for the
family. Even in these modern days. the literacy rate is much
lower among women compared to men. When India 1s on the
threshold of being a super power, | feel that women must equally
participate in this venture. In recent years, many schemes and
programs have been introduced by the Government for women
CIIl}?lJ".‘LL‘I'IHL‘IH.

I congratulate the members of Deep organization for their
initiatives to bring awareness in the society for the child rights
and protection of girl child. I extend my best wishes to the
souvenir “Laavanya: Let Your Daughter Grow™ being brought
out on this occasion

{Devendra Fadnavis)
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02 5222, Fax : (22-2202 9214
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E-mail : cm @ maharashira.gov.in

Website ; www.maharashtra.gov.ir
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MESSAGE

| am happy to know that Deep Welfare Organisation is observing National
Girl Child Day on 24 January 2017 and on this occasion a souvenir christened
Laavanya: Let your Daughter Grow is being published.

| hope the seminar being held on the occasion dwell on issues concerning

gender equalities and set an agenda against inequalities, discrimination and
women specific violence.

| convey my best wishes to the organiser and the editorial team a success
for their endeavours.

(Banwarilal Purohit)
Dated: December 08, 2016 Governor of Assam

RAJ BHAVARN
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Message

I am glad to know that Deep Welfare Organization,
Delhi is organizing a seminar titled Girl Child: Survival and
Growth on January 24, 2017 on the occasion of the National
Girl Child Day. A bi-lingual souvenir titled Laavanya: Let
your Daughter Grow will be released during the event.

The Census 2011 threw up disturbing finds that sex
ratio in India had worsened since 2001. This is not to
detriment of womankind only but the whole nation as well.
Thanks to the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, flagship campaign
inaugurated by the Hon'ble Prime Minister in January, 2015,
the early leads to change in mindset for better are visible.
The government, citizens and non-government organizations
must work in tandem, to obliterate the curse of female
feticide from India and secure right to life and right to
education for the girl child.

1 convey my best wishes for the seminar.
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Dharmendra Pradhan MESSAGE
It is a matter of great pleasure for me to know thai Deep
welfare Organisation is organizing a seminar on “Girl Child: Survival
and Growth” on 24" January, 2017 014 and a souvenir fitled
“Lacvanya: Let your daughter grow" is also going to be brought cut

on this occasion.

am also pleased to near that Deep Welfare Organisation is
actively involved in the field of women empowerment and child
development and to commemerate National Girl Child Day the
Deep Welfare Crganisation is organizing Ihe seminar. It is very
necessary to remove different types of sociol discrimination and
exploitation that girls generally face in their life.

National girl child day has been started as o national girls
development mission by the Government of India. This mission roises
the awareness among people all over the country about the
importance of girl's promotfion. It enhances the meaningful
contrioution of the girls in decision making processes through the
active support of the parents and other community members.
Inequality about girl child is a vast problem which includes many
areas like inequality in education, nutrition, legal rights, medical care.
protection, honour, child mariage and so many.

| extend my greelfings and good wishes to the organizers and
participants, and wish the programme all success.

I wish the seminar and publicalion a grand success.
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#eRi @ Skill Development & Entreprensurship
Government of India

21* December, 2016

RAJIV PRATAP RUDY MESSAGE

I amv happy to know that Deep Welfare Organisation iy
organizing a senminasr one Gl Child © Suwrvival and Growth on 24

January, 2017 and also-publishing a sowwvenir titled: - Laavanya:

Guly form a great potential for development of a large
country like India. Yet they are treated with discrimination
everywhere on a daily basis. The need of the howr ix to-bring about
a change i the mindset of the people so- as to- evadicate gender

I hope the seminar and the sowveniv would help the people to-
recognige how girly’ progress is good not only for them;, but also-for
families, commumnitier and the society at large.

I send my good wishes to-the organisery and all those who- are
associated with the event for the successful conclwsion of the

SeALLLaLY.

( RAJIV PRATAP RUDY )

: Office: 2" Floor, Shivaji Stadium Annexe, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Marg, New Delhi-110001
..

Tel. : +#91-11-23450811, Fax. : +91-11-23450864
Skill India  Residence: 22. Tughiak Crescent. New Deihi-110011. Ph.: +91-11-23070300. Fax : +61-11-23070999
predaimit I1 = W@RajivPratapRudy, E-mail : rprudy office@gmall.com, Website : wenw skilldevelopment govin ™R
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MESSAGE

I s o o SR 1)
D.V. Sadananda Gowda

It gives me great pleasure that Deep Welfare Organization is
organizing a seminar on ‘Girl Child : Survival and Growth’ on 24"
January, 2017 and also publishing a souvenir tited “Laavanya : Let
your daughter grow”, a bilingual souvenir.

It is pertinent to mention here that the organization is
continuously raising its voice for the child rights and protection of girl
child in its national campaign and also working in the field of women
empowerment and child development.

On this special occasion, | wish all success for the event and
convey my best regards for the future assignments of the
Organization and to play an important role to eradicate gender based
inequalities, discrimination and violence faced by girls.

With regards,

Yours sincerely

«
(D.V. SgdanapderGowda)

Shri Ajay Prakash,
Secretary,

Deep Welfare Organization,
B-2, 3-4-5, Ansal Building,
Commercial Complex,
Behind UCO Bank,

Dr. Mukherjee Nagar,

Delhi - 9.

101, Sardar Patel Bhawan, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001 Tel: 011-23367245, 23340739, 23340884, Fax: 011-23340138
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MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Deep Welfare Organization,
Delhi is bringing out a Souvenir titled “Laavanya: Let your
Daughter Grow" to commemorate the celebration of National
Girl Child Day on 24" January, 2017,

National Girl Child Day is celebrated to increase the
awareness among people about all the inequalities faced by
the girl child in the society. It is very necessary to remove
different types of social discrimination and exploitation that
girls generally face in their life. It is also essential that the girls
to get full potential, safe and enabling environment.

| wish Deep Welfare Organization, Delhi all success in
organizing the Seminar and commend their efforts for this
initiative.

La

(KALRAJ MISHRA)

Off. : Room No. 168, Udyog Bhawan, Mew Defhi-110011, Ph. ; 011-23061566, 011-230681739 Fax : 011-23063141
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Vijay Rupani

Chiel Mimster, Gogar Stde

MESSAGE

\lthough our sanskruti has been professing Woman as Devi
Shakti. it is a bolt on our modern day sociely that we have to
carrvoul the campaign lor protection of girl child. The cases ol
female foeticide hive been increasing at alarming rate. and unless &
untill we, as civilized socicty, do not make unified efforts, the ratio
of male female child birth will adversely uffect our cultural. Social
cconamical aspeets in near future

Fyvervone should contribute with might to fight out this evil
practice. survival and growth Girl child

I am elad o know that the Deep welfare organisation arc
organizing o seminar on girl child survival and Growth on 24th
January 2007 and publish a souvenir titled Lavanya: Let Your
Duaghter Grow.,

My best wishes to the organizers

(Vijay Rupani)
Shree \i:l'i Prakash. Sevevicr
PREER AW E L EARE CR L AN ESY | I
It 11 | o T Honldimge
|I.II'I|.I..|||'|i'I. Bl Han
Lbr Mukberpee Mogar, élh 11w
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MESSAGE

[ am happy to know that Deep Welfare Organisation is organizing a

seminar on Girl Child : Survival and Growth on 24th January, 2017,

To commemorate the National Girl Child Day on 24th January,
2017, Deep Welfare Organisation is going to publish a souvenir titled

"Laavanya : Let your Daughter Grow.

I send my good wishes to Deep Welfare Organization for all success

(S
S

2. 149
(Thaawarchand Gehlot)

of the event.
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MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Deep Welfare Organization is working for Girl Child
Education & Protection and in this direction they organize seminar and
workshop time to time to promote girl child. I am pleased to know that
they are organizing a seminar on "Girl Child: Survival and Growth" on 24
January, 2017 and on this occasion a souvenir title: "Laavanya: Let your
daughter grow” is also going to be brought for promotion of Girl Child
Protection & Education.

Today there is no difference between girl and boy and both must be
equally treated and should get facilities to grow and develop. Girls do have
equal right to get opportunities to join hand in national development.

I wish this seminar and souvenir would help to promote girl child in our
society and people will change their mind set towards girl child. They will
recognize the potential and importance of their contribution in overall
development of society.

I send my best wishes to the organizers and all associates for the success
of this seminar.

%T“’”/’ 4,9 Zﬁ_’

OM PRAKASH YADAV

P. Resi.- New Basti, Mahadeva Road, Malviya Nagar, Siwan- 841226 (Bihar)
108-110, North Avenue, New Delhi- 110001, Ph.: 23083784, 23093785, Mob.: 090‘13186292
Siwan Ph.: 06154-242292, 09431218292
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I am glad to know that Deep Welfare Organization- a non-government and non-
profit making organization is organizing a seminar title: "GIRL CHILD:
SURVIVAL AND GROWTH" on 24% January 18, 2017 on this occasion also
releasing a souvenir titled "LAAVANYA: Let your daughter grow" towards their
aim to promote protection and education of girl child.

I believe in equal opportunity to all so that every one should get chance to
explore their potential and make contribution towards national development.
We must promote girl child to empower them and bring more talent to main
stream of our society.

I convey my best wishes for the success of this seminar and hope their
initiative towards girl child protection and education would make positive
change in the mind set of our society.

| A \
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From the Desk of Secretary
Ajay Prakash

I am very much pleased to dedicate this Souvenir to each and every person who are doing their bit
to promote gender equality and are working in the field of women empowerment to bring the much
needed change. Empowering the women in any corner of the world is a very noble effort done by any
individual or an organization.

Awoman is being denied their very rights in our society, where she lacks even her basic rights of
development. Our society is full of challenges towards realising this goal, there are several challenges
faced by her in every possible way from birth to death. They are being denied life on her birth, if born
they are denied their rights to education, if educated till secondary levels they are denied higher
education, if got educated to higher education she is being denied to work on the grounds of her
household duties which is thought as a compulsory duty of women. She is being denied her educa-
tional and financial independence which is the major hindrance towards her development. Our coun-
try is in the grips of severe orthodox beliefs and practices which are blocking the path to their devel-
opment, female feticides, child marriage, and practice of dowry are some of them. Our country was
founded on the principles of equality and equal opportunity to all without any discremation on the
basis of caste, race, religion and gender and we have been able to achieve on some of the fronts but
gender inequality is still severely prevalent in our society.

I personally believe we will overcome these issues in the near future with the help of our fellow
citizens who feels and thinks alike. Deep Welfare Organisation is working towards this since 2005.
We have accomplished several milestones in these past years, we have trained several women from
under-privileged communities by our skill development programs to bring financial stability in their
lives and take several economical activities as entrepreneurs. We are doing our bit to promote gender
equality by the means of our programs, seminars, road shows and by other means of community
awareness and door to door mobilization and sensitization programs. Deep is imparting a sense of
self confidence among young and dynamic female students and household women.

This souvenir is being dedicated to all to women of our country who have excelled in their
respective fields and marked their foot print which will be followed by several others. They have
shown their strength in several odds and made their way to the top. | would like to thank each and
everybody associated with this endeavor in and out of our organization.

With my Deepest Regards,

Ajay Prakash
Secretary, Deep Welfare Organisation
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GIRL CHILD: EDUCATION
AND HEALTHY GROWTH

When girls gain access to education they acquire
important knowledge that gives them greater potential
to get a job and an income when they are adults. Even
with limited schooling the impact of education can be
observed.As a result girls can also play a more active
role in the political and social debate and in the
development of their own society.Women who have
attended school themselves make greater efforts to
ensure that their own children attend school. Education
for girls can be the start of an upward shift in their
lifewhich will lead them and their families out of
poverty.

Education alsogreatlybenefitspersonalhealth. It
profoundly affects reproductive health, and
alsoimproveschildmortality and welfarethroughbetter
nutrition and higherimmunization rates. Education
maybe the single most effective
preventiveweaponagainstHIV/AIDS.
Educatedwomenenjoygreaterdemocracy.
Democraticpolitical institutions such as power-sharing
and clean elections are more likely to
existonlywithhigherliteracy rates and educationlevels.
Womenwithformaleducation are much more likely to
use reliablefamily planning methods, delaymarriage and
childbearing, and have fewer and healthier babies
thanwomenwith no formaleducation.

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017

- DR. BIRESH PACHISIA

There is a clear association between education and
improved health. Girls’ education has a positive effect
on the level of health in society. Being able to read and
acquire knowledge will enable mothers to better look
after their own and their children’s health.

This has a positive impact on maternal and child
health. Knowledge influences women’s choices when
it comes to pregnancy check-ups, childbirth and
nutrition. Educated girls and women turn to the health
services to a greater degree.

Education is also effective when it comes to
combating child marriage, teenage pregnancy and HIV/
AIDS. The writer Dr. Biresh Pachisia is also
empanelled external evaluator with National Aids
Control Organization, Government of India. He has
practically seen during field visits to NGOs and
community that education has a vital role in the
awareness and implementation of various health factors
in general and HIV/AIDS in particular.

GENDER EQUALITY: Female Literacy is
Family Literacy

The Saakshar Bharat 2012 program of
Government of India focused on literacy of women and
girls. It highlighted the concept that if female would
be literate then the whole family will become literate.

Laavanya :
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Equal educational opportunities for girls and boys
are a fundamental human right and the basis of equal
opportunities later in life.

Equality in education is about more than equal

access for girls and boys. It also includes aspects linked
to teaching practice, curriculum, textbooks and teachers.
A lack of equality in education often reflects the
prevailing gender norms and discrimination in society.

The school and the learning it provides can play
an important role in changing gender stereotypes and
attitudes and in promoting gender equality. It is then
vital to include knowledge and understanding of gender
equality and gender sensitivity in the development of
the curriculum and to include knowledge of human
rights and sexual reproductive health rights.

CHALLENGES IN FRONT OF US:

Here are some of the reasons why some girls do
not start school at all while yet others do not complete
their schooling and drop-out in between.

e Poverty: Poor families often decide to complete
theirother priorities compared togirls schooling.

e  Child marriage: Child marriage prevents girls to
go to school.

e  Early pregnancy: Girls who become pregnant and
have children often do not return to school.

e  Gender-based violence: Girls are exposed to sexual
harassment and violence on the way to school or at the
school. Teachers and other school staff are not gender
sensitive. The school management has some control on
harassment inside school but there is no control for the
way to school especially in rural areas.

e Gender stereotypes and gendered attitudes:
Traditional perceptions of gender roles that characterize
society often mean that educating girls is not regarded
as being equally relevant and valuable as educating
boys.

e Lack of female teachers. Some parents do not want
to send their daughters to school, or remove them from
school, unless the school has sufficient number of female
teachers and staff.

Laavanya :
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e  Sanitary facilities: Many girls who begin at school
leave due to a lack of sanitary facilities. But things are
improving in this sphere.

The benefits of female education for women’s
empowerment and gender equality are broadly
recognized:

e As female education rises, fertility, population
growth, and infant and child mortality fall and family
health improves.

e Increases in girls’ secondary school enrolment are
associated with increases in women’s participation in
the labour force and their contributions to household
and national income.

e \Women’s increased earning capacity, in turn, has
a positive effect on child nutrition.

o  Daughters of educated mothers are more likely to
be enrolled in school and to have higher levels of
educational attainment.

e  Educated women are more politically active and
better informed about their legal rights and how to
exercise them.

Education is central to development and
improvement of the nation’swelfare. It empowers people
and strengthens nations. It is a powerful “equalizer”,
openingdoors to all to lift themselves out of poverty.
Moreover, educationespecially girls’ educationhas a
direct and proven impact on the goals related to child
and reproductive health and
environmentalsustainability. Education
alsopromoteseconomicgrowth, national productivity
and innovation, and values of democracy and social
cohesion.

The importance of girl childeducation in a
nation’swelfare are:

*  Reducesinequality: Education is a great “leveler”,
illiteracybeing one of the strongestpredictors of poverty.
Primaryeducationplays a catalyticrole for
thosemostlikely to bepoor, including girls,
ethnicminorities, orphans, disabled people, and rural
families. By enablinglargernumbers to share in the

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017



growthprocess, educationcanbe the powerfultidethat lifts
all boats.

* Increasesproductivity and earnings: Research has
establishedthateveryyear of

schoolingincreasesindividualwages for both men
and women by aworldwideaverage of about 10
percent. In poor countries, the gains are evengreater.

WAY FORWARD:

Investment in girl educationbenefits the individual,
society, and the world as a whole. Broad-basededucation
of good qualityisamong the mostpowerful instruments
known to reducepoverty and inequality.
Withprovenbenefits for personalhealth, italsostrengthens
nations’ economichealth by laying the foundation for
sustainedeconomicgrowth.

For individuals and nations, itisk ey to creating,
applying, and spreadingknowledge and thus to the
development of dynamic,

globallycompetitiveeconomies.

And itisfundamental for the construction of
democraticsocieties.

oono

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017
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Reasons of Child Girls
drop out from schools

There was a time when people thought that it
was not necessary to educate girls. Now we have begun
to realize that girls' education is essential. The modern
age is the age of awakening of girls. They are trying to
compete with men in all spheres of life. There are many
people who oppose girls' education. They say that the
proper sphere of girls is the home. So, they argue that
the money spent on girl's education is wasted. This view
is wrong, because girl's education can bring about a
silent resolution in the society. The aim of this research
article is to identify the factors those are contributing
positively the girl child drop out from schools. So that
proper and possible solutions can be sketched and imple-
mented to reduce girls child drop out from schools.

Introduction

Our Constitution fathers did not intend that we just
set up hovels, put students there, give untrained teach-
ers, give them bad textbooks, no playgrounds, and say,
we have complied with Article 45 and primary educa-
tion is expanding...They meant that real education
should be given to our children between the ages of 6
and 14."- M. C. Chagla - Education Minister Of India,
1963-66.

India has one of the fastest growing youth popula-
tions in the world. Girls below 19 years of age com-
prise one-quarter of India's rapidly growing population.
In spite of India's reputation for respecting women, to
an extent to treat her as a goddess, the moment a baby

Laavanya :
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- Dr.Zaki Akhtar
Assistant Professor Department of Psychology
Karim City College, Jamshedpur Abstract

is born, the first thing comes to mind is "boy or girl?" as
the differences are beyond just being biological. This
article examines the psychosocial issues and factors that
are leading to girl child drop out from school in our
country.

Education is a boon to girls in this age of eco-
nomic crisis. Gone are the days of plenty and prosper-
ity. Now-a-days it is difficult for the people of the middle
class to make both ends meet. After marriage, educated
girls can add to the income of their husbands. If a woman
is educated, she can earn a living after the death of her
husband. They can share the burden of men in the dif-
ferent walk of life. They can serve the society as teach-
ers, lawyers, doctors and administrators. They can work
at banks, hospitals, government offices and large busi-
nesses. They can play an important role during war.

Girls' education is necessary for making our
homes happy places. Our home life would be bright-
ened if we had well-educated wives and mother. Edu-
cated girls can brighten the future of their country by
the good upbringing of their children. Education gives
a woman freedom of thought. It broadens her outlook
and makes her aware of her duties and responsibilities.

Education empower a grown up girl to become
economically independent. They will be able to stand
up for their rights. Girls have all the rights to get edu-
cated. Empowerment of girls and women is necessary
to fight against the problem of gender-inequality.

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017



Education of rural girls is equally important.
Therural girls are not getting ample opportunity for edu-
cation. Education of these girls would have positive im-
pact on both economy and society.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had opined that
"Women empowered means mother India empowered"
and to have empowered women in future we need to em-
power our girl child of today. In ancient Indian societ-
ies, women enjoyed ample freedom and respect. Present
day champions of women excellence in India are numer-
ous - from a woman Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, to
the heroic deeds of Kiran Bedi, the first woman IPS of-
ficer of India, there should be no doubt that our women.
Girls are proficient in balancing multiple roles and they
are naturally made for multitasking. Today, girls are
applying for jobs that were once considered solely for
men and tackling them with élan. Not just in their tradi-
tional roles of wife, daughter and mothers, girls are even
the sole bread-winner of the family.

Big reasons for girls drop out from schools

There is not obviously no single good answer,
nor is there conclusive data to show us which factors
relatively impact girls education and drop out of school
the most. However we can identify a range of possibili-
ties that could suggest specific reasons for the drop out
marginalization of girls from the schooling system.

1. Expectations of Domesticity

To start with, girls are expected to contribute to
the household far younger than boys are - the implicit
understanding being that a girl is being trained for a role
as a wife, mother and daughter-in-law, whereas boys
are being trained for an occupation. Girls get married
younger than boys do - a Harvard School of Public
Health survey (2013) conducted studies in Gujarat look-
ing into rates of child marriage, and found that of girls
aged 14-17, 37% were engaged and 12% married. On
the other hand, for boys in the same age range, only
27% were engages and 3% married. The same study
found strong correlation between marital status and
school attendance rates (in which marries children were
over twice as likely to not attend school than single chil-
dren), but also marriage proved to be worse for the edu-
cational prospects of girls than boys.

Besides, families often think that the cost of edu-
cation, both monetary and psychological is wasted on a
girl because of her decreased earning potential and this
selfsame expectation of domesticity. The economic ben-

National Girl Child Day
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efit thereof is not immediately apparent to most fami-
lies. Overall, the expectation of the girl child's partici-
pation in family life seems to be a hindrance in her par-
ticipation in schooling.

2. Negative Mind set / Safety

Safety of girls travelling alone is a major con-
cern for Indians - the prevalent discourse surrounding
recent events has brought to the forefront a longstanding
problem. It has also see a fear that educating girls causes
excessive independence, and this is seemingly manifested
in the attitude that parents take to a girl's education. In
an interview a guardian told the story of a girl in Patamda
who was being taunted by boys on the way to school.
She was afraid to tell her parents, for she thought that
they would prevent her from attending school if she did.
She was right - her family was, in the words of the
author, 'worried about the effect on their "honor" if she
was sexually assaulted.’ These stories are not isolated,;
rather, this is an endemic and very gendered problem in
economically disadvantaged India, be it rural or urban.

3. Infrastructure Barriers

The Right to Education bill has set forth some
norms and standards in this regard - it codifies expecta-
tions and requirements of norms and standards relating
inter alia to pupil-teacher ratios buildings and infra-
structure, school-working days, teacher-working hours.
Therefore we do see legislators are at the very least,
considering this area of concern further. It is also one of
the easier aspects to tackle, as it falls within the pur-
view of Education Departments in the Centre and in
States. However, it is commonly perceived that girls
suffer for various reasons from the lack of infrastruc-
ture much worse than boys do-for instance, as of 2012
40% of all government schools lacked a functioning
common toilet, and another 40% lacked a separate toi-
let for girls. This in fact creates even more reluctance to
allow for girls to be educated.

Although including girls in the scheme of In-
dian universalized education, these causes seems to make
one thing clear - the causes are ingrained in systems
that are larger than education. This can be accepted as
one of the important factor which leads to girls child
drop out of schools.

4. Physiological changes.

Physiological changes are also important fac-
tors which plays roles in drop out of girl child. Accord-
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ing to THE CITIZEN BUREAU , May 31, 2016 (2016)
Menstruation Keeps Girls from School: In India 20%
Drop Out Reaching Puberty. And others changes like
growth of breast, pimples and pubic hair make the girl
child anxious and leads to shyness, lack of confidence,
and identity crisis. Finally leads to girls child drop out.

5. Parents chronic illness

It has been noticed by many social scientists
that there is a positive correlation between drop out and
parents chronic illness.

6. The importance of a girl's education is still
not understood

Indian society girls are subjected to consider
as "Paraya dhan" and it is a very common belief that
she has to go to other family after marriage, such ste-
reotype belief still prevailing in India even in this era of
globalization.

7. A death of earning member in family

Sudden death of earning member of a family
may cause a major cause of dropout of girl child. Since
they are unable to afford further education. Such people
cannot get support from any sources government must
plan and implement for situational victims.

8. The family is in never-ending debt

Low income is the major cause of illiteracy. As
we all know that in India majority of people are below
poverty line, for their livelihood they take loans in high
interests many times.

9. Troubles at home

It has been observed by the researchers that
most of the families are disorganized and having prob-
lems of interpersonal relationship. Such hindrance leads
to ill treatment of girl education.

10. Faulty evaluation system of schools

The schooling system in Indian has some faulty
evaluation techniques which is still prevailing in most
of the educational institutions. They have not been up-
dated and adopted new technologies for evaluation of
learning disabilities. Studies revealed that out of every
hundred ten to fifteen students are learning disable which
is not been noticeable by the school management.

11. Lack of counselors and educational psycholo-
gists in Indian schools

since most of the cities and villages lacking of
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counseling and guidance about well being of women
education and empowerment. It is time to introspect our
self for giving insight into the issue and fresh look for
the welfare society in particular and in country in gen-
eral.

12. Faulty educational philosophy

Educational philosophy has to redefine and
should be implemented according to the aptitude, inter-
est and need of the students. Although, some initiatives
have been taken but that are not enough and up to the
mark.

13. Participation in other economic activities

A girl child in village often participate in the
activities of economic importance wherever required.
They earn money for household along with their mother
in remote villages and left their studies in between.

14. Attend to domestic duties

Most of the household of work are done by a
girl child in a family. She has been given a great re-
sponsibility of their younger brother and sister. She used
to cook food and take care of her parents.

15. Facility for study doesn't exist in the nearby
town

Most of the villages are lacking good schools
and colleges. They cannot afford to go to town be-
cause nearby there is no such institution which im-
part education.

Conclusion

The question remains of changing our percep-
tion about girls being fragile, weak and dependent. In
today's India, they are capable of anything. With projects
like the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya aimed at
providing young girls an increased chance at education,
an educated daughter is surely to make their family
proud. Investing in the education of a young girl will
contribute significantly towards eradication evil prac-
tices like child marriage, premature pregnancy, child
abuse etc. which, in turn, creates the vision of a healthier
nation. It is rightly said that “When you educate a man,
you educate an individual and when you educate a
woman, you educate an entire family.” That is why
education of a girl child is so important that psycho-
logical wellbeing of a whole family depends on her.

oono
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Protecting the girl child

An ultra sound clinic in Haryana had a tag line:

“Spend 600 now and save the 2 lakhs you will
spend...”

Horrible, but real. Various legislations have been
enacted to ban ultra sound for sex determination, but
law cannot change human and societal behaviour.
What does change it is constant and continuous ad-
vocacy of the sort that Deep Welfare and Ajay ji do
that can change the understanding and mindset of the
people.

It is important to realize, that unlike what the
public perception is, the richest pockets of where
people live often has the highest number of illegal
abortions. Colonies like Greater Kailash and Punjabi
Bagh, both extremely upscale, have terrible records
of the girl child not being allowed to be born.

Violence is widespread. Violence is not only physi-
cal violence but includes sexual violence, marital vio-
lence, psychological brutality, and nutritional depri-
vation. The Indian woman’s private space is abused
on a daily basis. Poor diet and reduced nutrition leads
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to problems during pregnancy and very often to
low weight babies — another violence and oppres-
sion of the girl child. Low weight babies usually
suffer from health problems throughout their lives.

Statistics reveal that in the ten years between
1981 and 1991, as many as 11 million girls went
missing. At school, studies showed that more girls
— 60% - than boys were out of school. Often the
elder sibling acts as a nursemaid to the younger
girl. Girls as young as five years of age are forced
into menial labour including work as unskilled
labour around the home. They have no access to
education and thus are deprived of a childhood;
forget a happy one.

What is the solution? Public participation in
according the girl child and the mother their right-
ful place in society. Easier said than done. Pub-
licity Division of the | & B Ministry, the field
publicity units, television channels; all need to join
the campaign to highlight the Ma Durga and Kali
Ma in our ethos. One of the ironic tragedies of

Laavanya :
Let Your Daughter Grow

23




India is that the birth of a boy is celebrated by paying obeisance to Ma Durga; yet the girl baby is hardly
allowed to see the day, often being smothered at birth.

Radio is a powerful medium which is not used as much as it should be. There are over 1000 FM
channels today — both AIR and private. It should be mandated that they should carry a minimum of five
hours of programmes that could motivate better appreciation of the role of the mother and the daughter.
In the eighties, | had the privilege of heading the government of India effort for inclusion of people with
disability in mainstream society. My colleagues, both in the government and in the private sector used to
ridicule me, “We don’t have job opportunities for able bodied and you want equality for people with
disability!”

We were able to voluntarily get the Vice Chancellors of at least ten universities to agree to run
lectures on the subject in journalism classes. The spin off effect is that in twenty years, we have come a
long way. It was the realization that the media plays a critical role in spreading awareness.

oono
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Street childrens in India

Women in General-

The status of women in India has been subject
to many change over the several millennium , the
changes in the state of women can be noticed in ancient
,medieval and modern India as it have held higher des-
ignation of administration of the nation. The constitu-
tion of India guarantee the equal right to women, dig-
nity and freedom from discrimination, in spite of it,
women in India faces several act of discrimination such
as rape, dowry killings, faced prostitution and univer-
sal assessment of Education to the young girls. Gender
based discrimination against female children is perva-
sive across the nation; it is one of the big cause of de-
clining the sex ratio

Street children-

Though a well-structured data and number is
not available but it is estimated that India has more
than 4, 00,000 street children. Also India has the larg-
est population of street children in the world. UNICEF
(2006). Street children are a term for children experi-
encing homelessness who live on the streets of a city,
town or village. Homeless youth are often called street
kids and street youth. India has an estimated one mil-
lion or more street children in each of the following
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cities: New Delhi, Kolkata, and Mumbai.

Definition of a Street Child by UNICEF, *...any
girl or boy... for whom the street (in the widest sense of
the word, including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland,
etc.) has become his or her habitual abode and/or source
of livelihood; and who is inadequately protected, super-
vised, or directed by responsible adults”. Female street
children are sometimes called gamines, a term that is
also used for Colombian street children of either gender.

Factors -

The causes of this phenomenon are varied, but
are often related to domestic, economic, or social dis-
ruption including, but not limited to, poverty; breakdown
of homes and/or families; political unrest; acculturation;
sexual, physical or emotional abuse; domestic violence;
lured away by pimps, Internet predators, or begging syn-
dicates; mental health problems; substance abuse; and
sexual orientation or gender identity issues.

Problems-

Lack of Adequate Nutrition: street children can
usually get some amount of food to eat; they do not have
nutritious or balanced diets.

Homelessness:
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The children who choose the streets as their
home face the most acute problems related to shelter.
They are vulnerable; these children do not suffer merely
from physical homelessness, but also from a psycho-
logical homelessness since they have nownhere to belong.

Health Problems: Street children live in an at-
mosphere of continued physical and mental strain. Many
of them rummage through the garbage to find food; oth-
ers go hungry for day's drinking water or taking to drugs
to diminish their pangs of hunger.

Substance Abuse: Many street children resort
to using psychoactive substances (such as alcohol and
drugs) in an attempt to escape from the overwhelming
pressure of their traumatic past and their daily prob-
lems.

Deprivation of Needs and Lack of Resources
and Opportunities: The varied needs of street children
are rarely met. They frequently go hungry; wear torn,
tattered and dirty clothes or sometimes, no clothes at all.
They have no permanent place to stay, no educational
facilities, no facilities for hygiene and in brief, no facili-
ties at all.

Exploitation:

Children on the street have to work to survive.
Since they have no skills with which to bargain for fair
pay or to fight for their rights, they are very vulnerable
to employers who look to make a profit on them. So
child Labour has posed the serious threat to the street
children.

Street children- NGO intervention-

In India, many interventions have been made by
individual NGOs and NGO forums, which have been
working for provision of services to street children, and
fighting for their rights. These interventions can be clas-
sified into three levels: (i) primary prevention, (ii) sec-
ondary prevention, and (iii) tertiary interventions. NGO
also advocates for the rights of street children and de-
mands policy changes. It involves in empowerment,
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social justice and rehabilitation of the individual' and
fight to 'the rights of street children' and various other
demand from the government. It works as advocacy-
based, critiquing the development paradigm and fight-
ing for the rights of street children is carried out as a
collaborative activity through NGO forums. Commu-
nity-based Contact Programmes. These are ‘outreach
programmers' to contact the street children to take no-
tice of its problems,

Street Children- Higher Education -

The core sense behind the Higher Education sys-
tem is to better service for the welfare of society, where
the University can engage their resource to study the
deep root of the problems and provide some solution by
serving for the welfare of Street children. Where the
sum of departments and cell of University system, like
Adult Education Departments and social work depart-
ments are working for street children in which the help
of NGOs and the support of CSR for the rehabilitation
and providing the basic education to these children's,
but need of greater engagement of University education
system for this there is need of engagement of various
departments other than few departments to resolve the
,human right issue of street children with NGO and
Government.so meaningful engagement of Higher edu-
cation system under extension Programme is need of
hour . Where Department of Adult Continuing Educa-
tion and &Extension, University of Delhi has started its
outreach activity for Street Children under its
Programme "VISTAAR" is model of intervention.

"Best wishes too Deep Welfare Society for pio-
neering role in India for the welfare of the Street
Children's"

Former Head of DACEE
Chairman SSN College, University of Delhi
Member University community cell.

ooo

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017



Contribution of social science concept for the
study of inequality in health status and access
to health services in India

- Amitabh Sarkar, INU Scholar
Debjani Khan, Development Professional

Only 5 Jhat families are holding around 95% of
farm land compare to 350 lower castes (Khatik, Balmiki,
Chamar) families which hold 5% of farm land in
Moujpur village.“* Inequality, the shout of the unheard,
is not uncommon in India but to understand the
fundamental problem of this shout is not at all common.
Inequality is the origin which perpetuates from top to
bottom of the society and form many unheard shouts.

Health is a state of being and free from any illness
or injury for any individual. Health of the population is
the responsibility of the state as it leads to the overall
wellbeing of the society. India is a country where people
are depriving of food, water and even shelter. Health is
not a rights but an opportunity to get luxury for many
people. Health or the health status of the population is
considered as the one of the key indicators of
improvement for society and as well as nation. Health
status implies life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal
mortality and many other measureable indicators. Health
status is depending on the existence of health
infrastructure and the availability of health services
(preventive, promotive, curative and rehabilitative),
where the later is based on the former. Health service
can only be available if there is an existence of health
infrastructure (hospitals, dispensaries, manpower) thus
health infrastructure is the representative of health
service from the state to its people. The availability of
health status is depending on the larger environment
because health service refers to the availability of
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resource, political commitment, administrative priority
and so on. Hence, this health service is the social
determinant of the health (or health status of the
population) where human beings live and grow and get
influenced by the many factors.

Inequality is the opposite of equality and equality
refers to the equal distribution of any goods. Inequality
in health means unequal or ill distribution of health.
Hence, injustice in society ascribes to inequality. The
ill distribution may be through political ploy, social
discrimination, cultural gap or economic scarcity. These
politics, social, economic and culture are the structure
of the society. The inequality could be the structural
determinants of health or good health as it is
representing (or ill product) the basic pillars on which
the system works. There are also scientific evidences
which adduces that population with lower class, race,
gender inequalities in standard of living have good level
of health status too.®

The study of Inequality in health status and access
to health service is the relation between structural
determinants and social determinants of health.
Structural determinants are where the cause mainly
forms and the social determinants are where the cause
starts affecting, which ultimately impacts the health
status of the population. The cause of inequality may
be visible at PHC level where a Dalit patient is ignored
by the Brahmin doctor, but the problem is not with the
health service in general because the social system itself
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harbors the hierarchy based caste concept of Brahmin
and Dalit. In Indian social system sequence, the caste,
class and gender are the major social concepts where
the problem of inequality gets formed. Inequality in
health status and access to health service must be
considered from the view of basic societal structure
and how the structure gets influenced by the factors.

To define the inequality of health status, the
inequality has to be understood form health service
system aspect, like resource distribution, access and
participation etc.. These factors collectively impact on
inequality in health status of any population or
individual. ® The social concepts of class, caste and
gender have continuous interactions with these factors
and manipulate the system which ultimately creates
inequality.

It is always the class which has pivotal role in
spreading inequality. In Indian context the class may
not be visible so much because the traditional
stratification system is caste, but still the role of class
is becoming important in this era of globalisation. Class
is defined by the power and the economic position in
the society, the ruling class and the deprived/working
class. The ruling class is exploiting the working class
traditionally. India’s health service system is exploited
by both the insider and outsider ruling classes. Sheila
Zurbrigg has pointed out in her writing- ‘Re-Thinking
Public Health: Food, Hunger and Mortality Decline in
South Asian History’® that the land less and poor
peasants were mostly died during malaria mortality
between 1864 and 1908. It was the British regime which
exploited that poor people by imposing ban on Indian
cotton industries to sell their own cotton products made
in England, shifting farming from staple crop to cash
crop and food export. These changes had larger effect
in food production and food availability, and during
famine or flood the food price was soaring which made
poor people the victim of hunger. In the monsoon
because of malaria epidemics those unfed people were
the easy victim of malaria infection and finally got died.
There was no protection available which could provide
either food support or the available treatment. It was
the British regime which utilised the poor for their own
resource generation purpose with help of Indian upper
class, but left the poor unattained while they were in
grave need.
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Post independence India has been seeing many from
of ruling class assertion where again the western
countries’ upper class is exploiting Indian poor with
the help of their Indian counterparts. The great neo-
Malthusian idea had alone wasted so many resources
at the cost of ignored, ill structured general health
service. The population control agenda is not for the
wellbeing of women’s health or overall development of
the nation, but it might be with that assumption that
increasing population in third world may take position
of existing resources which has only meant for the rich
of the first world country. Similarly, the World Bank
model of SAP (Structural Adjustment Programme) and
the World Development Report- 1993 which encouraged
reduce investment in social sector and privatisation of
health care had made enormous impact on India’s health
status. The cost to medical expenses has increased
heavily, during the period of 1986-87 to 1995-96, only
because of financial reasons the proportion of people
not accessing any type of medical care has been
increased from 10 to 21 per cent (in urban areas) and
from 15 to 24 per cent (in rural areas).® It is the same
ploy of upper class of the western world to continue the
resource drainage (like, because of SAP, the policy
legitimised on researching a controversial hormonal
contraceptive- Norplant)® from third world to first
world and exploits the deprived section in India and
increase the inequality in terms of accessing health
because of ever escalating health expenditure. The
Indian upper class has also taken advantage to this
situation by forming up many private ill equipped
hospitals, laboratories which finally implies to the
overutilisation of health and resulting increased health
expenditure. For example, Rama Baru has shown in
her study that in two talukas in rural Maharstra that all
the surveyed 49 private hospitals has no registration
with any authority. The hospitals ran by the allopathic
doctor but manned by the doctor qualified in other
system (29%). Inanother study in Madhyapradesh she
has shown majority of the qualified practitioners, rural
private practitioners and owners of nursing homes are
from forward caste and trading community. Backward
classes, schedule tribe and schedule caste collectively
have only 5 to 20% of the total number of practitioners.
Further she takes an interesting indicator which looks
the class and caste system from empowerment aspect.
She notes that majority of middle class people having
fixed income usually register complain at consumer
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court and she concludes that implicates the rural and
urban poor, schedule castes/tribes and women have
negligible presence.®

Caste is another important social concept which
predominantly holds the central position in India’s
social, political, cultural and economical settings. The
caste is a stratification of hierarchy within the society.
It is based on ‘purity of blood’ and ‘marriage’, and
ranks the society in four categories, orderly, Brahmin,
Khatriya, Baishya and Sudra. Traditionally Sudras are
poor, marginalised and the easy choice of exploitation.
Interestingly, the hierarchy of class and caste are usually
same in any community set up in India. It implies that
the higher caste is holding the majority of economic
power whereas the Sudras are at the verge of the
economic crisis. On a critique to Indian health service
system, Imranan Quadir has analysed that the
economical hierarchy in society also represents the
health service system. She furthered that mostly upper
middle class is representing the doctor cadre, nurses
are from middle class and the grass root level health
workers belongs to lower middle class. This hierarchy
of economic positions certainly gets matched with the
caste hierarchy while she has noted that SCs and STs
(traditionally lower caste) are representing a quantum
of overall manpower in health service system in spite
of the reservation norm.® Now, if the lower caste is
outnumbered by the higher caste employee then how
can be an equitable distribution of health expected where
the traditional Indian caste system follows the superior
and inferior (elderly untouchable) relationship among
the followed hierarchy. Another issue is the distribution
of resources in tribal belt, the health infrastructure is
not adequate and in tribal areas it is unacceptable.
Jhabua district is a place of 85% tribal. 120 out of 222
ANM positions are vacant, at least 50 posts for the
doctor are vacant with recording zero doctors in two
PHCs, if this is the situation of manpower then how
can be the tribal gets served. According to District
Additional Collector, the doctors are trained in cities
and also lived there which are the obstacles for them to
work in tribal area.” Again the class and caste come
hand in hand which denotes the inequality in terms of
resource distribution and also on the point of service
access. The life of a Dalit (a lower caste) is a struggle
in India. The inequality starts from the birth for a Dalit.
The narrative of Mukta Sarvagod in ‘Closed Doors’ is
learning for the larger society about a Dalit life. Mukta
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was a Dalit (belong to Mahars community) women
and active at community work. She narrated her life
which was full of ignorance, discrimination, humiliation
and series of social injustice. Being a Dalit women she
had to sit in the floor (not in bench) in school and the
discrimination continued and converted into injustice
in her marriage life when she and her husband had faced
difficulty in finding any domestic help because no helper
wanted to work in a Dalit home as that would eventually
close the door for them in upper caste household.®
The Dalit’s life is full of injustice and most sadly these
ignored people tend to believe that they are made for it
which penetrates to the deep into the society. The same
mindset has been observed by Imrana Quadir when a
Harijan replies that ‘how can she (the nurse) visit us?
We are poor. We can not pay her fees. She visits rich
people and spend considerable time in their houses.”®
This mindset is not the cultivated product of the lower
caste but the society is constituted in such manner which
produces this type of assumption. Inequality in access
to health may not be always visible but it is the very
nature of the social construction which assiduously
proliferates among the lower and upper caste and
ultimately manifest in different attitude.

Inequality in health is intermittently related with
gender. Gender is often mistaken with sex, whereas sex
is a biologically determined and gender is socially
determined. Gender has a multiple impact on health.
This is the social mindset which first imposes and then
builds the conception of gender thus society defines it
according to its structure. Like, traditionally male are
rational and female are emotional or male are always
active and female are passive. This typecasting has a
deep root and probably the cause of inequality.® Two
important incidences related to family planning history
in India can be discussed to narrate how gender,
certainly female, is used as an object thus becoming
the victim of inequality. The Fifth five Year Plan had
realised the problem of vertical programme and
integrated the family planning, MCH (Maternal &
Child Health), nutrition with general health service,
but during the emergency period (political turmoil) in
1975, the family planning agenda was back to square
one and male sterilisation drive had been reinforced
which also reflected in the National Population Policy
of April, 1976. It brought unrest to the community and
led to the political change in the country in 1977.
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Thereafter the family planning programme had been
discarded but included under MCH which further the
family planning motivation of govt. “© The interesting
change was the shift in focus from male to female in
family planning. It can be concluded that as male are
the dominant power of the society and because of
‘nasbandi’ (vasectomy, male sterilisation) the great
political defeat had to come for the then ruling govt.,
and thus prompted to change the main focus on female
as they are the submissive gender and traditionally less
empowered. So, the experiment of population control
could be done to a female body whatever the bad
consequences it has but not to a male because of the
patriarchal structure of the society. Hence, it can be
contemplated that there is no equal rights for the women
to protect their body from any “‘experiment’.

Another example can be taken from the MTP act,
1975.49 MTP- Medical Termination of Pregnancy act
has been established to safe the women from any severe
pregnancy related complication issue and allow them
to terminate the pregnancy. However, the social diversity
of India sometime uses this act as a weapon for sex
selective abortion, and no guess that the fetus is always
a female. The mushrooming of private nursing homes
are spreading this practice where the son centric family
members perform this unholy ritual. Lack of vigilance
from state and social menace collectively help this
practice to grow in general. This may be considered as
the case of gender violence where women are denied to
give birth but is it not ignorance to her reproductive
and sexual health. This unhealthy practice often leads
women into a complicated health situation and even to
death. The role of female gender is always suppressed
and unheard thus consider also a less productive and
less useful. Female as a gender is fundamentally unequal
compare to man in Indian society thus the access to
health sometime be restricted even before a women gives
birth. There are many other issues within the health
service that brings the inequality question. RCH
(Reproductive and Child Health) programme is the
mandate of ICPD (International Conference on
population and Development), 1994® which govt. of
India has started in 1997 as a signatory member of the
conference. The RCH programme only caters the need
of reproductive health of the women, then what about
the general health of the women. Is reproduction the
only health requirement of a woman? What about the
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anemia, malnutrition issues and the women who does
not fall under the reproductive age group? The planning
of the programme should give a revise and then decide
where from the inequality starts.

Inequality is caused often because of unrestricted
consumption and result increasing disparity and breeds
poverty. Disease can occur also because of ever
expanding inequality among two groups in the society.
In “Revisiting the epidemiology of HIV infection’, Ritu
Priya has shown how the inequality creates disparity
and that disparity decides the vulnerability to HIV.

Unrestricted

Poverty | — | Inequalityz |.—> Consumption

Disparity

HIV vulnerability

The schematic format is diagramed based on the
‘Matrix of Economic Determinants of a Society’s
Vulnerability to HIV’ (Revisiting the Epidemiology, page
no. 51) Y

Inequality builds the many conditions for poverty
and on the other hand inequality occurs because of
unrestricted consumption. Hence, inequality mediates
between unrestricted consumption and poverty. The
social factors (like, lifestyle, commercialisation etc.) are
responsible for unrestricted consumption and which
leads to inequality. Increasing inequality means closer
to the disparity line and increasing disparity refers to
more vulnerability to HIV. Ritu Priya has proved through
the matrix (which is computed based on the selective
indicators of selective countries) that high disparity
(because of high inequality) causes the population more
vulnerable to HIV. Like, according to the matrix
Zimbabwe has the highest vulnerability to HIV because
the country has the highest consumption disparity and
also the lowest consumption/income level. Hence,
inequality in health status happens because there is an
inequality in consumption and in income, so, the society
has the structure which formulates the inequality and in
turn effect to the health status of the population.

The life of a human being is not about a complex
matrix of inequality but the milieu of his/her social
condition. Rakku’s story is an illustration of that social
condition.®? Rakku is the representative of lower caste
, landless labour class village women who takes most
of the responsibility (including earning for family) but
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have limited decision making choices. Rakku is a
malnourished, anemic and an example of many who
spends their whole life in the vicious cycle of ‘struggle
to be alive’. These women have the courage to fights
against all odd but often get suppressed under the
limitation of “social norms (or rules)’. Rakku has gone
to an extreme point to save her child in spite of social
obligation (night stay in a hospital without her husband),
family obligation and crumbling govt. infrastructure.
The story entails the poor state of health infrastructure
which is full of urban centric, upper class mentality,
corrupt leaving the poor and the village people almost
unattained. Rakku is the example of how inequality
forms and affects the society. Rakku is a landless labour
which bars her to visit the city to treat her child because
it would lead her to get deprived from her wages and
also bound her to take additional loan to avail the
transport for city. Rakku is a lower caste uneducated
village women, so her voice is negligible to the medical
staff even though the child’s condition gets serious in
hospital. Rakku is a female so she has to take every
responsibility of the family (from earning to child
feeding) and also need to think how to go to the urban
health facility, how to approach to the doctor and how
can she spends a night without her husband in hospital
though her child is at the verge of the death. The
socialisation of inequality and the availability of health
services have made the Rakkus to be more vulnerable.

Rakku’s child has finally got died but raised the
many questions silently. Rakku thought to question the
system which only favours the ruling class but like many
other working class people she has also restrained
herself.

Further, the situation seems to be normal till the
next death comes!!
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LET YOUR GIRLS GROW

Girls I The corporatized world makes them
an object, a commodity and makes them feel inse-
cure. Often read and witnessed, since childhood, in
most places girls are advised to eat after their broth-
ers or father and keep quiet in front of them!! Fe-
male foeticide,malnutrition, child marriage, traffick-
ing, dowry, exploitation, harassment etc .. are the
well known traumas girls go through. But there's
one thing which get's undermine which is about deal-
ing with body image.

Our idea of feminism is encouraging girls
to become astronauts. How is 14-year old going to
have big dreams if she isn't taught to be comfort-
able with her own body and appearance? When
young girls start getting breasts, there are mothers
that tape/make their daughters wear loose clothes
so her breasts don't show,to protect her. We are at
constant watch of what we wear,how we sit, the
tone of our voice, the bra strap that mustn't show,
the neckline that shouldn't drop when you're set-
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ting food on the dinner table- while on the other
hand our sons are probably just outside discussing
about bikes with their friends in an alley, or spread-
ing legs, wearing half pants or showing hair- when
a mans body reacts the same way as girls, we name
it strength. In the midst of all of this, you tell them
about educating girls to have a career goals-but tell
me something, how can you go inspire the young
teenage girls to have big dreams, when 80% of her
worries are body related?

I would rather teach my girls to love and ac-
cept their bodies as they are, understand their sexu-
ality and gender before | talk about her career.
Women's breast are not the problem, sexual objec-
tification is the problem. Breasts don't hurt children,
breasts feed children and it's the sexualisation of
women's bodies that's actually hurting the children
the most.

Yet we realise that education is one of the tools
which can tackle all challenges. Education along
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with sustainable development will improve the
present scenario. Government and the civil societ-
ies have started working in this area and we are
seeing the difference too, 2016 has witnessed fe-
male growth ! Yet we have miles to go....

Besides education and sustainable economic
development, girls should be educated to assess and
stand against unacceptable behaviour, they should
be taught to say No, and develop strategies to help
themselves and others as per the situation. Parents
usually teach their girls, since childhood, not to get
involved when it doesnt concern them. This brings
a negative impact in their personality. We should
infact raise our daughters to be confident, deter-
mined and strong to fight back all kinds of violence
and harassments and say -No . They need to realise
that their dreams also has value!! Education can
do wonders and bring an impressive upliftment in
their character, career and life. It teaches them to
recognize good from better, learn to say NO, stand
up against wrong, become visionary and turn their
lives into an institution so as they get empowered
not only socially but also politically and economi-
cally. This dream will turn true only through acces-
sibility to quality education and support of parents,
family and society , So let us all contribute to their
growth and development !!

I recollect a wonderful quote of Roman
Payne- "As for you girls, you must risk everything
for Freedom, and give everything for Passion, lov-
ing everything that your hearts and your bodies love.
The only thing higher for a girl and more sacred for
a young woman than her freedom and her passion
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should be her desire to make her life into poetry,
surrendering everything she has to create a life as
beautiful as the dreams that dance in her imagina-
tion."
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‘STOP FOETICIDE, NURTURE THEM’

“Women are as unique as salt, their presence is
never felt... but absence makes all the things dull
and uninteresting!!”

We can never imagine a society without
the women. They are the creators who nurture
life. Women are the pillars of any civilization and
society. As per mythology in India women were
worshiped for their dedication, loyalty, sacrifice
for family and society. Ironically with passage of
time it has changed to totally opposite. These days
women have to face many atrocities like dowry
system, female foeticide, exploitation etc. The all
India ratio of women is only 943 against 1000
men while in the States like Haryana, Rajasthan,
Punjab the situation is grimmer.

Having a girl child in many societies is
still considered to be a social stigma. Many a times
family either opts for foeticide or after the birth
the child is abandoned; and if none of these is
achievable then the mother has to face discrimi-
nation in the society. Though the literacy rate has
gone multi-fold higher as compared to ancient
India but the few of the communities still con-
sider girl child as a burden for the family and the
boys are given more preference as well as impor-
tance in anticipation that he will take care of age-
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ing parents while the girls would have to be mar-
ried and sent off with dowry. Although the gov-
ernment has taken all conscious steps by formulat-
ing required strict laws to stop female foeticide but
the implementation still remains very week. There
exists few medical practitioners who would not
mind detecting the sex of the child in the womb
and fearlessly carry female foeticide.

It is high time for the society to realize the
gravity of the situation as well as for the govern-
ment to enforce the laws more rigorously against
the law breakers. Further awareness programmes
have to be conducted to educate people impor-
tance of having an equal ratio of girls in the soci-
ety as without them there would be no life .

“Every man needs a mother a sister, a wife,
then why not a Daughter!!”

“Girls makes the world bright, even when she
herself struggles to see the light!!”

“Don’t kill girl in womb, when she might bring
country to gloom!!”
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PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION

Independent Thought vs. Union of India (W.P. Civil 382 of 2013)
(Honorable Supreme Court Issued notices to Centre on 10 July

Independent Thought (www.ithought.in) has
approached the Hon'ble Court Supreme Court of India
by way of Writ Petition under Article 32 of the Consti-
tution seeking a declaration that Exception 2 to Section
375 of the Indian Penal Code, [as amended by Criminal
Law (Amendment) Act, 2013] is violative of Articles
14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution to the extent that it
permits intrusive sexual intercourse with a girl child
aged between 15 to 18 years only on the ground that
she has been married.

Background

As per the Section 375 IPC, as amended by
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 which defines

2013)

"Rape"; a man is said to commit "rape" if he with or
without the consent a girl under eighteen years of age,
does any of the following;

a) Penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the va-
gina, mouth, urethra or anus of a woman or makes her
to do so with him or any other person; or

b) inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of
the body, nor being the penis, into the vagina, the ure-
thra or anus of a woman or makes her to do so with him
or any other person; or

c) manipulates any part of the body of a woman
S0 as to cause penetration into the vagina, urethra, anus
or any part of body of such woman or makes her to do

so with him or any other person; or

; d) applies his mouth to the vagina, anus,

P ILSE‘G](S Clal‘il‘y on age Of CO]]SE'I}t ‘ethra of a woman or makes her to do so with

New Delhi: The Suprome  Thé court paseed the o1 teroourse by o man with his
Court on Wednesday issued 407 004 potition flled by an wife, who not e ingundor 15

niolice Lo the Centre onn PIL
seeking adirection for fixing
the age of consent of & wife
at 18 years for having sexual
relations with her hushand
insteadof 15.

Agreelng to hear the PIL,
o beneh headed by Justice K
5 Radhakrishnan sought re
sponse from the Centre on
thao lssue,

NGO, IThought seeking its yoareof nge. s nitrape.”

direction for amendment of

section 375 (rape)of the Indl-
an Ponal Code which makes
afnl excepiion on age of con-

sentof thewifefor soxial re-
Intions with her bushand.

Advocabe Vikeam Srivas
v, nppearing for the NGO,
submitted that If the ago of
ndulthood has baen fNxed at
18 yoars, the same should ap-

_. The exception fn section ply in thiecase of agn of con-
36, which was recently sent of o woman for sexunal
amended by the Criminal (ntercourse rm

Laow Amendment Act of
2013. states that “sexind in.
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m or any other person,

The are few exceptions to the above
ge of Consent of 18 years, one being Excep-
on 2 which mentions that Sexual intercourse
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or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not
being under fifteen years of age, is not rape.”. Whereby
making it conducive for child Marriages and allowing
husbands of illegal child marriages to force themselves
on their wife if she is 15 years and above.

The PIL challenges the above situation in light
of the larger State Policy, Juvenile Justice Act, 2000
and Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act,
2012 demanding to declare the exception under Sec-
tion 375 as unconstitutional and uniformity as to the
Minimum age of consent for Sexual Intercourse.

Historically the minimum age of consent and
minimum age prescribed for marriage has consistently

increased;

Minimum Age of Consent Minimum
Agefor Ma
Section 375, Indian Penal Code  riage (Girls)

ChildMarriage Re
straint Act, 1929

1860 10 years 1891 12 years
1925 14 years 1929 14 Years
1940 16 years 1940 15 Years
2013 18 years 1978 18 Years

The Larger State Policy, since 2000 has recognized
any person below the age of 18 years as children.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act, 2000, defines a child anyone less than 18
years

" Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, which
repeals the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, also
provides the minimum age of 18 years for marriage for
a girl.

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act, 2012 defines child as any person below age of 18
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years.

" The 84th Law Commission report in 1980 had
suggested increase in the threshold age to 18 years irre-
spective of the fact whether the girl is married or not.

The Law Commission in its 172nd report had
suggested parity in so far as age of consent is concerned
and had suggested increase of the minimum age require-
ment to 16 years, even if the girl was married.

National Policy for Children mentions defines
child as any person below age of 18 years.

Grounds

Some of the important grounds on which the
PIL has been framed :

1. For that Exception 2 to Section 375 of IPC, as
amended by Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, is
violative of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution.

2. For that the said provision discriminates be-
tween a girl child aged between 15 to 18 years and those
above 18 years on the ground of marriage which has no
rationale nexus to the purpose sought to be achieved.

3. For that the age for grant of consent for sexual
relationship has increased over a period of time from
10 years in 1860 to 16 years in 1940 and now the same
has been increased to 18 years by way of Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013. There is no justification what-
soever to maintain the age at 15 years only because the
girl child is married. Thus, the provision is arbitrary
and violates Article 14 of the Constitution.

4. For that by virtue of provisions of Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 and
provisions of Protection of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act, 2012, Parliament has recognized that a girl
less than 18 years is a child and therefore, not in a physi-
cal and mental condition to take an informed decision
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as to sexual relationship. In such circumstances, there
is no reason for Parliament to retain the age of 15 years
in Exception 2 of Section 375 of IPC. Hence, the said
provision is arbitrary and violates Article 14 of the Con-
stitution liable to be struck down.

5. For that Parliament has failed to take notice
the recommendation of the Law Commission made in
84th Report and 172nd Report; mentioned above.

6. While POCSO, 2012 protects and secured girls
between ages of 15-18, the Exception Clause of Sec-
tion 375 of Criminal Law (Amendment) legalizes pen-
etrative sexual assault; a clear contradiction in law.

7. Parliament has failed to note that various medi-
cal studies and data show that pregnancy in a girl, less
than 18 years, is detrimental not only to the health of
the girl, but also to the child in the womb, Parliament
by permitting lawful sexual intercourse with a girl aged
16 to 18 years who is, in a matrimonial relation, has put
the lives of lacs of such girls at risk [and also the lives
of children in their womb at considerable risk.

8. For that Parliament could not have upheld the
right of the parents to violate the rights of their daugh-
ters who are less than 18 years, who have the right, like
any other citizen, to grow in the best way possible man-
ner, without being forced into sexual intercourse only
on the ground that they have been married of by their
parents.

Prayers

The Petitioner has prayed for following in Hon'ble
Court:

a) issue an appropriate writ, order or direction in
the nature of certiorari or such other similar writ, in the
nature of declaration, declaring that the provisions of
Exception 2 to Section 375 of IPC, as amended by Crimi-
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nal law (Amendment) Act, 2013 is unconstitutional and
liable to be struck down;

b) issue an appropriate writ, order or direction in
the nature of certiorari or a writ of declaration that the
age of consent for sexual relationship should be treated
as 18 years, irrespective of the marital status of the girl
child;

c) Pass such other order or orders and directions
as this Hon'ble Court may deem fit and proper in the
facts and circumstances of the case as also in the inter-
est of justice

! Independent Thought is a National Human Rights
organization working towards equity, justice and mutual
respect. Based in Delhi NCR, iThought provides
technical and handholding support to non government,
government and multilateral Funding, Policy, Research
and Grassroots organizations in several states of India.

In another PIL, Independent Thought has approached the
Hon’ble Delhi High Court seeking a writ of declaration that
exclusion of schools established, owned or controlled by the
appropriate Government or the local authority under Section
18(1) of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act) to obtain a certificate of
recognition as required under the RTE Act is violative of
Articles 14 and 21A of the Constitution, so should be declared
as Unconstitutional, as it defeats the aims and objectives of
the RTE Act of providing quality education to all children.
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NEGLECTED EQUAL HALF

There is no denying the fact that women in India
have made a considerable progress in almost seven de-
cades of Independence, but they still have to struggle
against many cultural and social orthodox in the male-
dominated society. Many evils and male dominance still
prevail in the modern Indian society that resists the wel-
fare of its other half. It is ironical that a country, which
has recently acclaimed the status of the first Asian coun-
try to accomplish its Mars mission in the maiden at-
tempt, is positioned at the 127th rank among 146 coun-
tries across the globe on the basis of Gender Inequality
Index. There has been amelioration in the position of
women, but their true empowerment is still awaited.

Swami Vivekananda, one of the greatest sons of
India, quoted that, "There is no chance for the welfare
of the world unless the condition of women is improved,
It is not possible for a bird to fly on only one wing."
Therefore, the inclusion of "Women Empowerment' as
one of the prime goals in the eight Millennium Devel-
opment Goals underscores the relevance of this fact.
Thus, in order to achieve the status of a developed coun-
try, India needs to transform its colossal women force
into an effective human resource and this is possible
only through the empowerment of women.
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Women empowerment doesn't means dominance
of women in the society but it's about getting a fair share
in the opportunity to develop herself like others from
the vicious grips of social, economical, political, caste
and gender-based discrimination. It means granting
women the freedom to make life choices. Women em-
powerment does not mean 'deifying women' rather it
means replacing patriarchy with parity.

Development is a multidimensional goal where
each and every aspect should be functioning closely to
get the desired results. As a matter of fact what seems
free to our naked eyes on monitoring closely we can
clearly find the strings, from which they are bound by,
in our country the same thing is with our other half. The
founding fathers of our nation has given us a compre-
hensive texts which carters all the minutes and details
for the well being and development of a human being
residing in our country, in the form of The Constitution
of India. If we only go by the constitution of India then
we will find everyone living in this country is equal and
have equal opportunity in each and every aspects. But
the ground reality is entirely different due to the social
dogma, cultural barriers, economical front and mainly

National Girl Child Day
24th January, 2017



on the front of making her own choices. Women in our
country and in more than approx half of the world are
not getting fair and equal share in development and they
cannot make her own choice of what she wants to do.
As women she is denied many basic rights directly or
indirectly in our society, here we cannot say in our coun-
try because our country with the several provisions men-
tioned in it not only provides those rights but also tries
to protect those rights by the means of law.

Provisions made under the Constitution of In-
dia such as: Right to equality under Article 14 of the
Indian Constitution guarantees to all Indian women
equality before law; Equal pay for equal work under
Acrticle 39(d), guards the economic rights of women by
guaranteeing equal pay for equal work; and Maternity
Relief under Article 42, allows provisions to be made
by the state for securing just and humane condition of
work and maternity relief for women.

Acts like the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, pro-
hibits the request, payment or acceptance of a dowry.
Asking or giving dowry can be punished by imprison-
ment as well as fine; Protection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence Act, 2005, provides for a more effec-
tive protection of the rights of women who are victims
of domestic violence. A breach of this Act is punishable
with both fine and imprisonment; Sexual Harassment
of Women at Work Place (Prevention, Prohibition, and
Redressal) Act, 2013, helps to create a conducive envi-
ronment at the workplace for women where they are not
subjected to any sort of sexual harassment. As per the
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, all the
local elected bodies reserve one-third of their seats for
women. Such a provision was made to increase the ef-
fective participation of women in politics.

A woman is a being with senses, imagination
and thoughts; she should be able to express them freely.
Individual empowerment means to have the self-confi-
dence to articulate and assert the power to negotiate and
decide. A critical aspect of social empowerment of
women is the promotion of gender equality. Gender
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equality implies a society in which women and men en-
joy the same opportunities, outcomes, rights and obli-
gations in all spheres of life. Empowering women with
the knowledge, skills, and self-confidence necessary to
participate fully in the development process. It means
making women aware of their rights and developing a
sense confidence to claim them. A better quality of ma-
terial life through sustainable livelihoods should be pro-
moted amongst the women. It will reduce their financial
dependence on their male counterparts by making them
a significant part of the human resource of our country.

The position enjoyed by women in the Rig-
Vedic period deteriorated in the later Vedic civilization.
Women were denied the right to education and widow
remarriage. They were denied the right to inheritance
and ownership of property. Many social evils like child
marriage and dowry system surfaced and started to en-
gulf women. During Gupta period, the status of women
immensely deteriorated. Dowry became an institution
and Sati Pratha became prominent. During the British
Raj, many social reformers such as Raja Ram mohan
Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Jyotirao Phule
and others have started agitations for the empowerment
of women and bringing them in the mainstream society.
Their efforts led to the abolition of Sati Pratha and for-
mulation of the Widow Remarriage Act. Later, stalwarts
like Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Nehru advocated women
rights. As a result of their concentrated efforts, the sta-
tus of women in social, economic and political life be-
gan to elevate in the Indian society and we can clearly
see many shining names in the movement of indepen-
dence.

The most widespread and dehumanizing discrimi-
nations against women are on the basis of the biased
perspective. The discrimination against the girl child
begins from the birth itself. Boys are preferred over girls;
hence, female infanticide is a common practice in India.
The ordeal that an Indian girl faces at birth is only the
beginning of a lifelong struggle to be seen and heard.
The traditional Indian society is a patriarchal society
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ruled by the diktats of self-proclaimed caste lords who
are the guardians of archaic and unjust traditions. They
put the burden of traditions, culture, and honor on the
shoulders of women and hinder their growth. The inci-
dences of "honor killing" reveal the distorted social fi-
ber in the male-dominated society. Women constitute
only 29% of the workforce but forms majority of the
destitute in the country. There has been a failure in trans-
forming the available women base into human resource.
This, in turn, has hampered not only the economic de-
velopment of women but also of the country' as a whole.

Through all these years, the attention is only on
developing and devising new schemes, policies and pro-
grams and have paid less attention to the proper moni-
toring system and implementation short-sightedness, for
e.g. despite the presence of The Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Technologies Act and various health programs like
Janani Suraksha Yojana and National Rural Health Mis-
sion (NHRM), our country has a skewed sex ratio and a
high maternal mortality rate (MMR).

Although there are a number of laws to protect
women against all sorts of violence yet there has been
the significant increase in the episodes of rapes, extor-
tions, acid, attacks etc. This is due to delay in legal pro-
cedures and the presence of several loopholes in the func-
tioning of a judicial system.

The male dominance prevails in the politics of In-
dia and women are forced to remain mute spectators.
The deep-rooted biases through sustained social barri-
ers, it is only possible way to bring parity is to by pro-
moting the idea of gender equality and uprooting social
ideology of male child preferability. This concept of
equality should be first developed in each and every
household and from there; it should be taken to the soci-
ety. This can be achieved by running sustained aware-
ness programs with the help of Nukkad Natak or dra-
mas, radio, television, Internet, etc. across the country
and globe.

Education is the most important and indispensable
tool for women empowerment. It makes women aware
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of their rights and responsibilities. Educational achieve-
ments of a woman can have ripple effects for the family
and across generations. Most of the girls drop out of
schools due to the unavailability of separate toilets for
them. The recently launched 'Swachh Bharat Mission'
focusing on improving sanitation facilities in schools
and every rural household by 2019, can prove to be
very significant in bringing down the rate of girls drop-
ping out of school. Government or community-based
bodies must be set up to monitor the programs devised
for the welfare of the society. Due importance should be
given for their proper implementation and their moni-
toring and evaluation through social audits.

Justice delayed is justice denied. Efforts should
be made to restructure the legal process to deliver fair
and in- time justice to the victims of heinous crimes like
rapes, acid attacks, sexual harassment, trafficking and
domestic violence. The idea of fast-track courts, devised
to impart speedy justice to the victims of rapes and other
crimes against women, is a good initiative taken by the
judiciary and the Government of India.

Empowering women socially, economically,
educationally politically and legally is going to be a tough
task and each and every individual's participation is
sought. It is not going to be easy to change the culture
of disregard for women which are so deep-rooted in In-
dian society. But it does not mean that it is implausible.
Only revolutions bring changes in a day, and reforms
take their time. This one, in particular, will take its time
as well. All we need is a concentrated effort focused in
the right direction that would rest only with the libera-
tion of women from all forms of evil.

I henceforth would like to express my deepest
regards to the people either individual or organization
for their works done and also for the continuous efforts
which will surely bring about a change in our society
and ultimately in our country.
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AHISTS AJAT B TR & @ o,
TS § oAsfdhdl W APl B avE AEayol g |
B a4 Ugel, TOUI & b H ARSI B T
H 91 fRMEe o | 3 Afensll & Raci R
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@ for &, SR, TR, 3if¥red, foi W E
e | FHST | ARARN & &I B SRER HRA
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ISR B O ARl & 'xe & 3 gre ot
MH &%, &1 v g1 R ufaedy, sMfad
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SOCIOLOGICAL VIEW ON
THE ISSUES FACED BY GIRL CHILD

Introduction

The culture and tradition of India is consid-
ered as old and great all over the world where people
used to worship various female goddesses, saints and
poets. India is also a powerful nation and famous
worldwide for being the largest democracy in the world
however, women backwardness is also very clear in
the Indian society because of the social issues, prob-
lems and lots of restrictions against women.

While children around the world continue to
face various forms of adversity in the 21st century,
girl children in particular are subjected to multiple
forms of oppression, exploitation, and discrimination
due to their gender. Taking birth as a girl in the Indian
society can be said as curse for the women. Women in
India face lots of social issues and problems all through
the life which are big struggle for them right from
their beginning of life. Female infanticide is the most
common practice of killing girl child in mother's womb
in the Indian society. Women in India are considered
as burden for their parents and husbands as they think
that women are here only to consume money whole
life without earning a little bit.

Another common problem for women is sex
discrimination which they face from their birth and
continues till their death. Illiteracy, lack of proper edu-
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cation, responsible for household works, rape, sexual
harassment at workplace, etc. are some big issues for
the women in India. However, a lot of positive changes
has occurred in the women status as the number of edu-
cated people is increasing in the country.

General Issues:
Female Infanticide

Female infanticide and feticide are predomi-
nantly practiced in regions of significant poverty and
overpopulation. One reason boys are more valued than
girls is preserving lineage, as family lineage and family
name are carried only by males in most societies. Also,
children are expected to care for parents in their old age
in many countries, so raising a son becomes a better
investment because once a girl marries, she becomes
the property of her husband and of virtually no value to
her parents. Some women resort to female infanticide
and feticide in order to protect their daughters from a
life of objectification and subjugation in a society domi-
nated by men, where there is a prevalent anti-girl atti-
tude.

Sex-Selective Abortion

Selective abortion - also called gender-selec-
tive abortion, sex-selective abortion, or female feticide
- is the abortion of a fetus because it is female. Medical
technology has made it possible for parents to discover
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the sex of a fetus at earlier and earlier stages of preg-
nancy, so many women from communities with a pref-
erence for boys practice selective abortion.

Honor Killing

Honor killing is the practice of killing girls and
women who are perceived to have defiled a family's
honor by allegedly engaging in sexual activity or other
improprieties before marriage or outside of marriage.
"Improper" behavior justifies grounds for killing, how-
ever, has expanded to include transgressions that are
not initiated by the girl, including rape, incest, sexual
abuse, or sexual rumor. A girl is killed most often by
male kin - father, husband, brother, uncle, or cousin - to
restore honor to her family. Criminal penalties for honor
killing are lenient in countries where this practice is most
prevalent.

Because many cases go unreported, it is diffi-
cult to determine the number of women who are the
victims of honor killing.Violations of honor include en-
gaging in an illicit sexual relationship, eloping, being
raped, being sexually abused by a family member and
then running away, seeking divorce, and being seen alone
with a man or boy even if the interaction is innocent.
Some children are killed for being born to a mother who
is accused of violating a family's honor. Allegations of
these activities or other improprieties are enough to in-
stigate honor killings, often little or no proof is neces-
sary.

Dowry and Bride burning

It is another problem generally faced by women
of low or middle class family during or after the mar-
riage. Parents of boys demands a lot of money from the
bride's family to be rich in one time. Groom's family
perform bride burning in case of lack of fulfilled dowry
demand. In 2005, around 6787 dowry death cases was
registered in India.

Girl and Women Trafficking in India

According to a recent survey women are bought
and sold with impunity and trafficked at will to other
countries from different parts of India. These girls and
women are sourced from Dindigal, Madurai,
Tiruchirapalli, and Chengalpattu in TamilNadu, Gaya,
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Kishanganj, Patna, Katihar, Purnea, Araria and
Madhubani from Bihar, Murshidabad and 24 Parganas
in West Bengal, Maharajgunj from UP, Dholpur, Alwar,
Tonk from Rajasthan, Mangalore, and Gulbarga and
Raichur from Karnataka. These women and girls are
supplied to Thailand, Kenya, South Africa and Middle
East countries like Bahrin, Dubai, Oman, Britain, South
Korea and Philippines. They are forced to work as sex
workers undergoing severe exploitation and abuse. These
women are the most vulnerable group in contracting HIV
infection. Due to unrelenting poverty and lack of unem-
ployment opportunities there is an increase in the volun-
tary entry of women into sex work.

Conclusion

Even after so many years of independence,
women in India continue to suffer socially as well as
economically at different levels and in different forms.
One of the most horrific violence against women is brand-
ing them as witch. Scores of women are regularly killed
on charges of witchcraft across the country. For time
immemorial women in general been forced to occupy a
secondary place in relation to men.This has resulted in
women being unable to take a place of human dignity as
free and independent entities associated with men on an
intellectual and professional equal wavelength.The men
were to write the codes of the society and governance
where women were given subordinate role.Unless women
throw off the shackles that ignore their talent, skill and
spirit women through education and economic self-reli-
ance, cannot be empowered. Unless they are empowered
to take a decisive part in the social, political and eco-
nomic life of the country the very development of the
country will be lop-sided.

The need of the hour is to implement the laws
more strictly with heavy punishments as deterrents. An-
other measure could be to introduce fast track courts to
look at the cases that involve the rights of minors.They
need speedy justice to move on and leave the past be-
hind.

Social Activist

(SaraswatiSewaSadan, Ambala City)

E-mail 1d : sapna.grover1l6@yahoo.com
ooo
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ONE STEP TOWARDS GIRL EDUCATION

Abstract

Education is a human right that should be given
to all human beings. India is home to the largest
number of children in the world. However, inad-
equate impact of programming investment and
achievement in overall development of the child,
and the adverse influence of negative social atti-
tudes towards women and girls have left girl chil-
drenin India underprivileged. Forms of discrimina-
tion against girl children are numerous and vary
depending on the traditions, history, and culture of
a particular society.

Women are at the heart of most societies.
Regardless of whether they are working or not,
mothers are very influential people in children’s lives.
Educating girls is one of the most important invest-
ments that any country can make in its own
future.Education has a profound effect on girls' and
women's ability to claim other rights and achieve
status in society, such as economic independence
and political representation. Having an education
can make an enormous difference to a woman's
chances of finding well-paid work, raising a healthy
family and preventing the spread of diseases such
as HIV and AIDS.
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- ShivaniGrover(MCA, M.Tech)

"Education is a right - but it is still beyond the
reach of many"

Introduction

"When you educate a man, you educate an
individual and when you educate a woman, you
educate an entire family."

Educating a girl is one of the best invest-
ments her family, community, and country can
make. We know that a good quality education can
be life-changing for girls, boys, young women, and
men, helping them develop to their full potential
and putting them on a path for success in their life.
We also know that educating a girl in particular
can kick-start a virtuous circle of

development. More educated girls, for ex-
ample, marry later, have healthier children, earn
more money that they invest back into their fami-
lies and communities, and play more active roles in
leading their communities and countries.

Over the last 25 years, there have been large
gains in girls' education, and we as a global com-
munity can congratulate ourselves for the real
progress that has been made. This demonstrates
that with shared goals and collective action-among
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governments, international

organizations, civil society, media, and the
private sector-we can change the educational pros-
pects for girls around the world.Despite this
progress, girls are not getting a quality education.

In many countries and communities in both
the developed and the developing world, parents
can

take it for granted that their daughters re-
ceive a quality education. Yet in many other places
around the world, providing every child with an
education appears to be beyond reach.

There are five main challenges we identify
that make it difficult for girls to access education.

These include:

0 the cost of education - ensuring that com-
munities, parents and children can afford school-
ing;

0 poor school environments - ensuring that
girls have access to a safe school environment;

0 the weak position of women in society -
ensuring that society and parents value the educa-
tion of girls;

o conflict - ensuring that children who are
excluded due to conflict have access to schooling;
and

0 social exclusion - ensuring girls are not
disadvantaged on the basis of caste, ethnicity, reli-
gion or disability.

What prevents girl?..................
Conflict hurts girls most

Girls are particularly vulnerable to abuse and
unequal access to schooling in fragile states. States
can be fragile for a range of reasons, including con-
flict, lack of resources and people, high levels of
corruption, and political instability. What sets these
countries apart is their failure to deliver on the core
functions of government, including keeping people
safe, managing the economy, and delivering basic
services. Violence and disease, as well as illiteracy
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and economic weakness, are most intensively con-
centrated in these areas.

Tackling social exclusion

Social exclusion is an additional barrier to
girls going to school. Certain groups of girls are
more

likely to be excluded from school on the
basis of caste, ethnicity, religion or disability.

Prejudices

The biggest hurdle is the prejudices that
families have about girls-like girls are slow learn-
ers, they are not rational; they are to be confined
inside the domestic household, and why bother
about educating them.Only a handful of people have
actually realized the importance of educating a girl.

Early marriage and pregnancy

When girls are forced to marry young, they
are often pulled out of school at a very critical age
in their development. The transition from primary
to secondary education is key for girls to gain the
life skills they need to escape the cycle of poverty.
Yet, this is often the same time that many girls leave
school due to early marriages or pregnancy. Girls
who become pregnant are often discouraged from
attending school because of the stigma surround-
ing them.

Basic Hindrances
Domestic Duty

Many societies and a vast population in In-
dia still believes that proper place for women is to
remain at home, serve the husband and his family
and give birth to the children. This function can be
performed irrespective of the fact whether the girl
is educated or not. In fact, they feel that educated
women begin to get some enlightens and start de-
manding. Especially in a poor section of the soci-
ety they are required in bring potable water, take
food to fields for parents engaged in work and look
after their young siblings, besides some are required
to work as paid and unpaid workers.
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Safety

Safety of girls travelling alone is a major
concern for Indians - the prevalent discourse sur-
rounding recent events has brought to the forefront
a longstanding problem. We also see a fear that
educating girls causes excessive independence, and
this is seemingly manifested in the attitude that par-
ents take to a girl's education.

Conservation Mentality

In India, women education has been linked
with employment. In other words, the children are
educated simply because they are to get some em-
ployment. Those people who are not in favor of
sending their daughter for employment do not feel
the necessity of educating them.

Lack of Adequate Education Facilities

Non-availability of a school within walking
distance of the girls, particularly in backward areas
and the unwillingness of many parents to send their
daughter to mixed schools beyond the age of 9 plus.
Lack of separate sanitary facilities for girls in the
mixed schools and lack of suitable school buildings
and equipment which tend to create a poor school
environment and the crisis of no of girls' hostel in
near the schools.

Lack of Women Teachers for Women Edu-
cation

The lack of women teachers in primary and
middle schools has been very largely responsible
for the low enrolment of girls, especially in the nine
backward states. It is an accepted fact that the pri-
mary schools should be staffed by women teach-
ers. At present the proportion of women teachers
to men teachers is very low.

Conclusion

The girl child is also discriminated against
extensively in the right to education, even basic at
times.Lack of education denies the girl child, the
knowledge and skills needed to advance their sta-
tus. Education enables the child to realize her full
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potential, to think, question and judge indepen-
dently; to be a wise decision-maker, develop civic
sense and learn to respect, love his fellow human
beings and to be a good citizen.

Even after so many programs and poli-
cies of the government, we are still lagging be-
hind in providing education to the girl child. The
problem here is not in implementation but in the
level of commitment of people in general.Until
we create awareness amongst people about the
benefits of women education, all these programs
would not bring about the desired result.We fail
to understand that men and women are two sides
of the same coin-a girl is as much a part of the
society as is a boy. They are both the futures of
tomorrow.They both need to be given equal op-
portunities for the wholesome growth of the
nation.Let us give the girl child a chance to show
her capabilities.

Education is one composite single vari-
able, which has the capacity to transform many
odds turning in favor of girls more specially so in
the rural India. Therefore, an exclusive emphasis
on girls' education is necessary.

Now it's time to break the myth that ™
Ladkiapnikismatupar se likhwakaraatihai."

"When it comes to luck, you make your
own."

oono
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Status of Women:

Women have been treated as ‘objects” by the
male-dominated society in India and elsewhere.
However, there is no uniform pattern of social,
cultural and economic distinctions between men
and women. In contemporary India, gender-
based consciousness has its origin in emergence
of the middle classes and their problems.
Patriarchy is very strong in India despite several
movements for the upliftment of women
launched by women’s organizations during the
pre- and the post-independence periods. Sex
morals have a direct bearing on hierarchy of caste
and class groups.

Four aspects have been studied in detail in
the context of the gender-related problems: (1)
production, (2). reproduction, (3) sexuality, and
(4) socialization of children. However, in general,
the Marxists and the socialists have over-
emphasized the first aspect. In India’s context,
men generally dominate in all the four aspects,
though women shoulder major responsibilities in
these spheres. Male supremacy emanates from
caste, class, patriarchy, and sexuality of the male.

Women are treated as inferior in their own
families by parents-in-law and even by their
husbands. They are stationed at the receiving end.
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Quest for Equality
- Dr. D.K. Gour

This is generally true of families belonging to all
castes and classes, but it is more often found
among those groups who are still under the
influence of feudalism or have feudalistic
lifestyles and values. Even, the neo-rich in the
countryside have put restrictions on women’s
higher education, migration and jobs. The fact is
that women have been made dependent by men
and by the social milieu they have created for
them. In this chapter we have discussed status of
women in ancient, medieval, British and post-
independence India, and the role of women’s
organizations, legislations, social movements and
man-woman relations.

Women in History

In the Rig-Vedic civilization, women enjoyed
equal status with men. Women, like men,
received education and observed brahmacharya,
and upanayana was also performed for them.
Women studied the Vedas, and composed Vedic
hymns. Women had access to all branches of
knowledge. Women like Ghosha, Apala and
Vishvara were composers of outstanding Vedic
hymns. In the age of the Upanishads, there were
women rishis like Gargi and Maitreyi. Women
could own property and widows could remarry.
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They also became teachers. Women were not
secluded from men, and they freely participated
in public life. Marriage was sacred and indivisible
and was not a secular contract. It was a religious
bond. Child marriage was unknown. Girls
enjoyed great freedom and settled their own
marriages.

The position enjoyed by women in the Rig-
Vedic period deteriorated in the later-Vedic
period. A daughter began to be regarded as a
curse. However, women were granted freedom
to participate in public life. They were denied the
right of inheritance and ownership of property
(like the Shudras).

During the Buddhist period women were not
denied learning. They took active part in public
life, but did not enjoy the right of Vedic studies.
The position of women really deteriorated in the
Gupta Age. Dowry and Sati emerged as an
institution in this period. Widows could not marry
again.

However, the purdah system did not exist.
Sari had become popular by the seventh century
A.D. Some women did receive higher education
even in this period. Livavati and Khana were
experts in arithmetic and astronomy.

The period between A.D. 1206 and A.D. 1761
witnessed further deterioration in the position of
women. In this period, female infanticide, child
marriage, purdah, jauhar, sati and slavery were
the main social evils affecting the position of
women. The birth of a daughter was considered
a bad omen.

The reform movements and the national
movement created social consciousness among
women. The All India Women’s Conference,
established in January 1927.

The second half of the nineteenth century
witnessed several reforms regarding the position
of women in Indian society. Raja Ram Mohan Roy
and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar started agitation
for widow remarriage, and they were successful
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in getting the Hindu Widows Remarriage Act
passed in 1856.

The most important legislations of the post-
Independence periods are: the Special Marriage
Act of 1954, the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, and
the Hindu Succession Act of 1956.

The Government of India has taken up the
problems of divorce, dowry, rape, etc., with a
view to find solutions, which will ensure equality
of women with men. The latest legislations and
actions are not only stringent and effective, but
court decisions and police actions are also in
favour of the women victims.

Status of Women in the British Period

The British had shown interest in the abolition
of sati in 1813. In Jhunjhunu town of Rajasthan, a
huge temple of sati — known as Rani Sati Mandir
— is a place of worship by all castes and
communities.

Female infanticide was found mainly among
the Rajputs of Benaras, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan and in parts of Punjab and Sind
and among some Sikhs.

The institution of female infanticide arose due
to (1) the deplorable position of women in Hindu
society, (2) the dowry system, (3) hypergamy, and
(4) the sense of honour and pride. Marriage of a
female is considered compulsory.

Child marriage is prevalent even today
among the rural people, and among the urban
illiterate and poor. In 1929, the Child Marriage
Restraint Act (Sharda Bill) was passed. Under this
Act, which came into being in 1930, the minimum
age of marriage for a girl was fixed at fourteen
and for a boy at eighteen. According to the Hindu
Marriage Act of 1955, the minimum age for a bride
is fifteen, and for a bridegroom it is eighteen. The
legislations have not proved effective in this case.
Education, economic pressures, and migration to
towns and cities from rural areas have certainly
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contributed to the raising of the age at marriage
of both the sexes. However, child marriage
persists unchecked. Many a time, even political
leaders of repute have enacted child marriages
of their wards. No stringent actions are taken for
violation of the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955.

Slavery was of two types: (1) domestic, and
(2) predial (agricultural). There were also
institutions of the nautch (dance) girls and
prostitutes. The latter was found particularly in
the princely states. Predial slavery was found in
Bengal, Madras, Assam, Coorg and southern
Bombay Presidency (presently in Karnataka and
Maharashtra, respectively). The slaves of this
category were insolvent debtors. Some of them
were migrants from Rajputana. Even slaves were
sold out. There was also the practice of entering
a contract by a person to work for a specific period
of time either to pay the debt or to “have a fresh
one”. Domestic slavery was confined to females.
The foreigners also indulged in the purchase of
children in a clandestine manner and exported
them overseas. Proclamations were made in
Bengal, Madras, Bombay, etc., to prevent the
institution of slavery. Today, the institution exists
in the form of bonded labour. It is known by
different names in different states. The British
policy of apparent and selective non-interference
in social matters encouraged the institution of
slavery and other institutions which supported
this evil.

With the efforts of Ram Mohan Roy and
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, the Hindu Widows’
Remarriage Act was passed in 1856. In 1861, a
Widow Marriage Association was formed. The
Arya Samaj gave top priority to this programme.
The following legislations have enhanced the
status of Hindu women in matters of marriage,
adoption and inheritance: (1) the Hindu Law of
Inheritance (Amendment Act) of 1929, (2) the
Hindu Women’s Right to Property Act of 1937,
(3) the Hindu Marriage Disability Removal Act
of 1946, (4) the Special Marriage Act of 1954, (5)
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the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, (6) the Hindu
Succession Act and the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act of 1956, (7) the Dowry
Prohibition Act, 1961, (8) the Maternity Benefits
Act, 1961, (9) the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976,
and (10) the Criminal Law Amendment, 1983.

Quest for Equality

Woman’s quest for equality with man has
become universal. It has given birth to women’s
movements and activities and associations. All
over the world, feminism has its origin in society
and unequal man-woman relations. Several
constraints, such as inequalities between men and
women and discrimination against women, are
age-old issues. For a long time women remained
within the four walls of their households. Their
dependence on menfolk was total. Educated
women in particular and the poor ones in general
realized the need for taking up employment
outside the household. In recent years, the middle
class women have taken up the issue of price rise
and have launched anti-price rise movements in
various cities of India. Within the household,
women have demanded equality with men. What
exists for men is demanded for women. The
demand for equality with men speaks of a notion
of man’s tyrannical hegemony over woman.

Women have hardly any choice to adopt an
independent path for their upliftment. The
question is how women can have equality within
the framework of the existing highly rigid
patriarchal society. Further, why women want to
have for themselves the same strategies of change
which menfolk have had over the centuries.
Women want to follow in the footsteps of men.
Our experience shows that even earning women
give their earnings to their mothers-in-law and
husbands rather than spending independently.
This again speaks of the deep-rooted patriarchal
normative orientation among women. However,
this does not mean that women have always
followed men in all respects in their households.
Women participated in India’s national
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movement for freedom. Many of them worked
with Gandhi in the pre-independence period.
Today, women’s organizations, women social
workers and politicians have taken up the issues
of price rise, dowry, rape, exploitation, etc., to
seek equal status with men to lead a dignified
life. Women have demanded their share of jobs
in the police and other such services. Women's
organizations have created consciousness for
gender equality, particularly in the urban areas.
Reservation for women in the PRIs has been made
after the recent 73rd and 74th constitutional
amendments, which provide statutory status to
the local bodies like the state legislatures and
parliament.

Consequent upon these urgent social
problems connected with women, International
Women’s Day, International Women’s Year,
conferences and seminars on women, and
women’s studies have been instituted in a big way
since the late 1 960s and 1 970s. The provisions
made in the Constitution of India regarding
equality of women with men have also been
widely popularized by these organizations and
associations. A notable development was the
appointment of the Committee on the Status of
Women in 1971 by the Government of India. The
committee submitted its report in 1974, which was
very widely welcomed. There is also an All-India
Association of Women'’s Studies. Demonstrations,
processions and strikes against rape, dowry
deaths and murder of women have become a
regular feature in Delhi, Mumbai and other cities.
Rape is generally committed by upper caste/class
landowners, moneylenders, police officials and
government functionaries, besides anti-social
elements. Dowry has become a sort of market
mechanism among the urban middle class, the
lower middle class and the upper castes and
among the economically well-off rural people. In
case of dowry deaths, suicides and extortion,
parents of the victims as well as the girls
themselves suffer indignities and inhuman
treatment.
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Andre Beteille (1974) makes some valuable
observations about the position of women in
peasant families. He asks: “How are we to view
families in which men work in the fields but
women are by custom debarred from such work?”
This is found among the families of the upper
castes. Even some families of the intermediate and
of the lower castes, who have become
economically well-off, have adopted this norm
with a view to elevate their social status in the
village community. This does not mean that these
women, who do not work or have been stopped
from working on farms, are given treatment equal
to the men in their families. The status of the
family within the community is one thing and
the status of the individual members within the
family is quite another. There is an elaborate sex-
based division of labour in rural families.
However, this too varies from caste to caste, and
also depends upon the economic and social
standing of particular families.

Beteille comments upon the process of change
in the status of women in the context of manual
labour. He very rightly states:

“Women are first withdrawn from wage
employment on the farms of others. They are then
withdrawn from the family farm. Finally, the men
either withdraw from work, or change their role from
cultivator to supervisor.” Thus, withdrawing
womenfolk from manual work on farms is a symbol of
high status in the countryside.

But this is not true of working women
belonging to upper and upper-middle or even to
the lower-middle classes in towns and cities.
Working unmarried women are considered an
asset as they can be married without much
difficulty and with less dowry.

Man-Woman Relationship

Can there be an expression of woman'’s
identity independent of man? The answer is:
Ideologically yes, and practically no. Meenakshi
Mukherjee (1984) rightly observes that social
conformity has always been more obligatory for
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a woman than for a man. Generally, a woman’s
identity tends to be defined by herself as well as
by others in terms of her relationship with men
as a daughter, a wife, a mother. This was also
true of women in Europe in the nineteenth
century. Today, women in China enjoy status
almost equal to men. Chairman Mao said: “The
day all women in China stand on their feet is the
time for victory for the Chinese revolution. Times
have changed, and today men and women are
equal. Whatever men comrades can accomplish,
women comrades can too.” Feudal ways of
thinking and acting were strongly attacked to
elevate women’s position in Chinese society. Old
beliefs about women'’s inferiority were discarded.
Equal pay for equal work is the practice today in
China.

Women’s bondage to men and to the social
structure is a characteristic feature of capitalism,
and emancipation of women from such ties is
referred to as a feature of socialism. Employment
for women is not a panacea for solving their
problems. Women among the lower sections of
society are found engaged in several economic
activities, and yet they are more enslaved to their
menfolk. Similarly, to look at women in terms of
literate versus illiterate, rich versus poor and rural
versus urban would not give a proper
understanding of women’s plight in today’s
India. Women, in fact, cannot be understood
independent of men. The family alone has not
been enslaving women. The ethos of society is
such that women have been treated rather
shabbily. Leon Trostsky once remarked: “There
are no limits to masculine egotism. In order to
understand the world, we must look at it through
the eyes of women.”

Today, the emphasis in women’s studies is
not on the status of women, their degradation and
social customs, the role of women in the family,
community and tradition, but it has shifted to
education, economic and legal status of women,
political participation, etc. Nowadays, instead of
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studying their attitudes, roles and status, the
causes of women’s subordination, work
participation, women in movements, patriarchal
structure, and women in relation to socio-
economic and political structure are being taken
up as crucial issues concerning women. Age and
sex are not simply biological phenomena, they
are social and cultural variables too, and in some
societies these are considered as the basis for
distribution of rewards and privileges.

Itis necessary to have ‘empathy’ for studying
the position of women. For a scientific
understanding of their problems, the device of
‘role-taking” needs to be adopted. This means
placing oneself in the position of women rather
than simply expressing sympathy with them.

Women working within their own households
as dependent members, children and old men by
and large constitute a common category against
the active and earning male members.

Such a situation is found in India where a
great deal of concern has been expressed for
familial bonds, collective responsibilities and
emotional ties for kinship relations.

Women's Struggle against Exploitation and
Oppression

In recent years, a number of women’s
movements have emerged, characterized by
theorizing, mobilizing and acting against
suppression and subjugation of women.

The women’s movement has been organized
by white-collar middle class women and women
social workers from amongst upper and upper-
middle classes. Feminist publications such as
Manushi, Bayja, Mahila Andolan Patrika.

Some women protagonists have mentioned
four major forms of the struggle of women for
greater control over their lives. These are: (1)
Women have organized (through mass
movements) consciousness raising groups,
women’s centres, etc. These are meant for greater
control over their bodies (for example, against
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rape, for free and safe contraceptives and
abortions), for political rights like suffrage, against
oppression in the family, against pornography,
etc. (2) Women have fought through unions for
improvement in their standards of living and in
conditions of work. (3) Women have organized
themselves for social recognition and
remuneration for their work as housewives. (4)
Women have also worked for housing, and
against political repression, price rise, etc. But all
these issues mainly concern the urban women.

Exploitation of women in the countryside has
not received proper attention. Women are
protesting against forcible sexual contact with
men. A woman’s willingness is her prerogative.
Men do not see these as women’s issues of dignity
and honour.

Woman’s Identity as a Person

Identity of woman is generally defined by her
role within the family. She is identified as a
daughter, daughter-in-law, mother, mother-in-
law, wife, etc., and not as a person.

Is a woman a person? A woman bows down
to her husband’s desires even if she is unwilling
to do so.

Crime against women has gone up in the
recent years. Rape, kidnapping and abduction,
homicide for dowry and dowry deaths, torture,
molestation, sexual harassment, importation of
girls (eve-teasing), etc., legal provisions such as
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956; Dowry
Prohibition Act, 1961; The Child Marriage
Restraint (Amendment) Act, 1979; Indecent
Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986;
and Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987.
At times even the upper sections of society,
including political personalities, are found
violating these legal enactments. According to the
National Crime Research Bureau (NCR), in 2005,
there were 1,55,553 incidents of crime against
women.

Maximum cases of rape in 2005 were reported
from Madhya Pradesh. The highest cases of
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dowry deaths were reported from Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh.

Several legislations have been passed by the
Government of India since independence relating
to marriage, inheritance of property, divorce,
dowry, rape, etc., in addition to what was
incorporated in the Constitution regarding
equality and against discrimination based on
religion, raw, caste, sex, etc. Social legislations
have not been very effective in India.

Women are in no way inferior to men. They
have contributed a lot to India’s development.
They participated in the freedom struggle against
the British. They did a lot of social work in those
very difficult days of Indian history. But, they are
exploited despite their immense contribution to
the national cause. They are generally found in
the unorganized sector, hence their oppression
and exploitation. Technological advancement has
affected women adversely as they have now less
control over resources within the family and other
sectors of their employment. Advancement in the
fields of agriculture, dairy development, fisheries
and domestic technology has reduced the
economic authority and the general status of
women. Men have become less dependent upon
women even in domestic affairs. The gap between
men and women has further widened. The major
areas of hiatus between men and women are, for
example, literacy, education and training,
women’s employment, female mortality, health
care and medical services. Female mortality is
higher than male mortality. Women are lagging
behind men in these areas because of India’s social
and cultural heritage and strong tradition of
patriarchy and male domination.

Conclusion

The problems of women are due to unequal
access of men and women to society’s resources
and their distributive processes. Technological
devices, which could have helped women in
many ways, have also been adopted by men to
their advantage. Can men alone be blamed for
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these gender-based inequalities? It has been observed that it is women also who obstruct the path of
other women even more than men do. For example, mothers-in-law and colleagues at work suppress
more the daughters-in-law and junior women workers, respectively. However, all women are not
equally exploited or oppressed. Therefore, there is a need to study women as unmarried girls, young
wives, mothers, old women, and working and non-working women. Such a scheme of study will
provide a comparative picture of the dimensions of women’s problems as it covers ramifications and
variations in the status of women. Interaction between women in different settings may also provide
useful clues for a better understanding of the problem.

Women's struggle for emancipation from social and cultural bondage has been a historical fact in
the Indian context. Women have also fought for their right to vote and also against their oppression
and exploitation. Women’s struggles have challenged the existing system which has made them
socially, culturally, economically, and even politically, crippled. To seek ‘gender justice’” for them
(and also for men), it would be proper to understand India’s social formation, its layers and levels
(including caste and class), male-female images and reality, various views on a woman’s place in the
family and at the place of work, and the congruence between technological advancement and
patriarchy. Scientific and technological devices have not challenged the traditional mechanisms of
women’s oppression and exploitation. The man-woman relationship continues to be the dominating-
dominated relationship. One finds even today a close tie-up between caste, class and man-woman
relationship. However, the quest for equality with men has been strongly expressed in recent years.
It has made some tangible impact in metropolitan cities and big towns. There is a need for a lot more
to be done in this field.
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WOMEN IN INDIA

The status of women in India has been subject to
many great changes over the past few millennia. From
a largely unknown status in ancient times through the
low points of the medieval period, to the promotion of
equal rights by many reformers, the history of

Women in India have been eventful.

Education and economic development

According to 1992-93 figures, only 9.2% of the
households in India were female-headed. However,
approximately 35% of the households below the poverty
line were found to be female-headed.

Education

Though it is gradually rising, the female literacy
rate in India is lower than the male literacy rate.
Compared to boys, far fewer girls are enrolled in the
schools, and many of them drop out. According to the
National Sample Survey Data of 1997, only the states
of Kerala and Mizoram have approached universal
female literacy rates. According to majority of the
scholars, the major factor behind the improved social
and economic status of women in Kerala is
literacy.Under Non-Formal Education programme,
about 40% of the centers in states and 10% of the centers
in UTs are exclusively reserved for females. As of 2000,
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about 0.3 million NFE centers were catering to about
7.42 million children, out of which about 0.12 million
were exclusively for girls.In urban India, girls are nearly
at par with the boys in terms of education. However, in
rural India girls continue to be less educated than the
boys.

According to a 1998 report by U.S. Department of
Commerce, the chief barrier to female education in India
are inadequate school facilities (such as sanitary
facilities), shortage of female teachers and gender bias
in curriculum (majority of the female characters being
depicted as weak and helpless).

Workforce participation

Contrary to the common perception, a large percent
of women in India work. The National data collection
agencies accept the fact that there is a serious under-
estimation of women’s contribution as workers.
However, there are far fewer women in the paid
workforce than there are men. In urban India Women
have impressive number in the workforce. As an example
at software industry 30% of the workforce is female.
They are at par with their male counter parts in terms
of wages, position at the work place.In rural India,
agriculture and allied industrial sectors employ as much
as 89.5% of the total female labour.In overall farm
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production, women’s average contribution is estimated
at 55% to 66% of the total labour. According to a 1991
World Bank report women accounted for 93% of total
employment in dairy production in India. Women
constitute 51% of the total employed in forest-based
small-scale enterprises.One of the most famous female
business success stories is the Shri Mahila Griha Udyog
Lijjat Papad. In 2006, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, who
started Biocon - one of India’s first biotech companies,
was rated India’s richest woman. Lalita Gupte and
Kalpana Morparia (both were the only businesswomen
in India who made the list of the Forbes World’s Most
Powerful Women), run India’s second-largest bank,
ICICI Bank.

Land and property rights

In most Indian families, women do not own any
property in their own names, and do not get a share of
parental property. Due to weak enforcement of laws
protecting them, women continue to have little access
to land and property. In fact, some of the laws
discriminate against women, when it comes to land and
property rights.

The Hindu personal laws of mid-1956s (applied to
Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains) gave women rights
to inheritance. However, the sons had an independent
share in the ancestral property, while the daughters’
shares were based on the share received by their father.
Hence, a father could effectively disinherit a daughter
by renouncing his share of the ancestral property, but
the son will continue to have a share in his own right.
Additionally, married daughters, even those facing
marital harassment, had no residential rights in the
ancestral home. After amendment of Hindu laws in 2005,
now women in have been provided the same status as
that of men.

In 1986, the Supreme Court of India ruled that Shah
Bano, an old divorced Muslim woman was eligible for
maintenance money. However, the decision was
vociferously opposed by fundamentalist Muslim leaders,
who alleged that the court was interfering in their
personal law. The Union Government subsequently
passed the Muslim Women’s (Protection of Rights Upon
Divorce) Act.Similarly, the Christian women have
struggled over years for equal rights of divorce and
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succession. In 1994, all the churches, jointly with
women’s organisations, drew up a draft law called the
Christian Marriage and Matrimonial Causes Bill.
However, the government has still not amended the
relevant laws.

Crimes against women

women in India. The National Crime Records
Bureau reported in 1998 that the growth rate of crimes
against women would be higher than the population
growth rate by 2010. Earlier, many cases were not
registered with the police due to the social stigma
attached to rape and molestation cases. Official statistics
show that there has been a dramatic increase in the
number of reported crimes against women.

Sexual harassment

Half of the total number of crimes against women
reported in 1990 related to molestation and harassment
at the workplace. Eve teasing is a euphemism used for
sexual harassment or molestation of women by men.
Many activists blame the rising incidents of sexual
harassment against women on the influence of “Western
culture”. In 1987, The Indecent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act was passed to prohibit indecent
representation of women through advertisements or in
publications, writings, paintings, figures or in any other
manner.

In 1997, in a landmark judgement, the Supreme
Court of India took a strong stand against sexual
harassment of women in the workplace. The Court also
laid down detailed guidelines for prevention and
redressal of grievances. The National Commission for
Women subsequently elaborated these guidelines into a
Code of Conduct for employers.

Dowry

In 1961, the Government of India passed the Dowry
Prohibition Act. making the dowry demands in wedding
arrangements illegal. However, many cases of dowry-
related domestic violence, suicides and murders have
been reported. In the 1980s, numerous such cases were
reported.

In 1985, the Dowry Prohibition (maintenance of
lists of presents to the bride and bridegroom) rules were
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framed. According to these rules, a signed list of presents
given at the time of the marriage to the bride and the
bridegroom should be maintained. The list should
contain a brief description of each present, its
approximate value, the name of whoever has given the
present and his/her relationship to the person. However,
such rules are hardly enforced.

A 1997 report claimed that at least 5,000 women
die each year because of dowry deaths, and at least a
dozen die each day in ‘kitchen fires’ thought to be
intentional. The term for this is “bride burning” and is
criticized within India itself. Amongst the urban
educated, such dowry abuse has reduced considerably.

Child marriage

Child marriage has been traditionally prevalent in
India and continues to this day. Historially, young girls
would live with their parents till they reached puberty.
In the past, the child widows were condemned to a life
of great agony, shaving heads, living in isolation, and
shunned by the society. Although child marriage was
outlawed in 1860, it is still a common practice.

According to UNICEF’s “State of the World’s
Children-2009" report, 47% of India’s women aged 20-
24 were married before the legal age of 18, with 56% in
rural areas. The report also showed that 40% of the
world’s child marriages occur in India.

Female infanticides and sex selective abortions

India has a highly masculine sex ratio, the chief
reason being that many women die before reaching
adulthood. Tribal societies in India have a less masculine
sex ratio than all other caste groups. This, in spite of
the fact that tribal communities have far lower levels of
income, literacy and health facilities. It is therefore
suggested by many experts, that the highly masculine
sex ratio in India can be attributed to female infanticides
and sex-selective abortions.

All medical tests that can be used to determine the
sex of the child have been banned in India, due to
incidents of these tests being used to get rid of unwanted
female children before birth. Female infanticide (killing
of girl infants) is still prevalent in some rural areas.
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The abuse of the dowry tradition has been one of the
main reasons for sex-selective abortions and female
infanticides in India.

Domestic violence

The incidents of domestic violence are higher among
the lower Socio-Economic Classes (SECs).The
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
came into force on October 26, 2006.

Trafficking

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act was passed
in 1956. However many cases of trafficking of young
girls and women have been reported. These women are
either forced into prostitution, domestic work or child
labor.

Other concerns

Health

The average female life expectancy today in India
is low compared to many countries, but it has shown
gradual improvement over the years. In many families,
especially rural ones, the girls and women face
nutritional discrimination within the family, and are
anaemic and malnourished.The maternal mortality in
India is the second highest in the world. Only 42% of
births in the country are supervised by health
professionals. Most women deliver with help from
women in the family who often lack the skills and
resources to save the mother’s life if it is in danger.
According to UNDP Human Development Report
(1997), 88% of pregnant women (age 15-49) were found
to be suffering from anemia.

Family planning

The average Indian woman has little control over
her own fertility and reproductive health. Women,
particularly women in rural areas, do not have access
to safe and self-controlled methods of contraception.
The public health system emphasises permanent methods
like sterilisation, or long-term methods like IUDs that
do not need follow-up. Sterilization accounts for more
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than 75% of total contraception, with female sterilisation
accounting for almost 95% of all sterilizations.

Scenario in Independent India

From time immemorial, the women in this land of
ours were treated as a sort of thing. Her placing in the
society was not at par with other human being. She has
no rights. She cannot move nor do anything at her will.
Women in India now participate in all activities such as
education, politics, media, art and culture, service
sectors, science and technology, etc.The Constitution
of India guarantees to all Indian women equality (Article
14), no discrimination by the State (Article 15(1)),
equality of opportunity (Article 16), equal pay for equal
work (Article 39(d)). In addition, it allows special
provisions to be made by the State in favour of women
and children (Article 15(3)), renounces practices
derogatory to the dignity of women (Article 51(A) (e)),
and also allows for provisions to be made by the State
for securing just and humane conditions of work and
for maternity relief. (Article 42).The feminist activism
in India picked up momentum during later 1970s.

One of the first national level issues that brought
the women’s groups together was the Mathura rape case.
The acquittal of policemen accused of raping a young
girl Mathura in a police station, led to a wide-scale
protests in 1979-1980. The protests were widely covered
in the national media, and forced the Government to
amend the Evidence Act, the Criminal Procedure Code
and the Indian Penal Code and introduce the category
of custodial rape. Female activists united over issues
such as female infanticide, gender bias, women health,
and female literacy. Since alcoholism is often associated
with violence against women in India, many women
groups launched anti-liquor campaigns in Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh and other states. Many Indian Muslim women
have questioned the fundamental leaders’ interpretation
of women’s rights under the Shariat law and have
criticized the triple talag system. In 1990s, grants from
foreign donor agencies enabled the formation of new
women-oriented NGOs.
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Self-help groups and NGOs such as Self Employed
Women’s Association (SEWA) have played a major role
in women’s rights in India. Many women have emerged
as leaders of local movements. For example, Medha
Patkar of the Narmada Bachao Andolan.The
Government of India declared 2001 as the Year of
Women’s Empowerment (Swashakti). The National
Policy For The Empowerment Of Women came was
passed in 2001.1n 2006, the case of a Muslim rape victim
called Imrana was highlighted in the media. Imrana was
raped by her father-in-law. The pronouncement of some
Muslim clerics that Imrana should marry her father-in-
law led to widespread protests and finally Imrana’s
father-in-law was given a prison term of 10 years, The
verdict was welcomed by many women’s groups and
the All India Muslim Personal Law Board.

Women’s rights and issues have always been a
subject of serious concern of academicians, intelligentsia
and policy makers. From pastoral society to
contemporary information and global society, the role
of women has changed drastically. The role of a typical
“Grihani” (house wife) who catered to all the
requirements of the house holds including the rearing
and upbringing of children in various sub roles of
daughter, daughter-in-law, wife, mother, aunt etc. has
been played quite efficiently. The continuity of changes
in socio-economic and psycho-cultural aspects of human
living has influenced the role of women. With the process
of Industrialization, Modernization and Globalization
showing its deep impact on the human society all over
the world, the role and responsibilities of women has
attained new definition and perspective. Further this has
also led to addition of responsibilities and widened the
role of women who also shares the financial
responsibilities. The extent of empowerment of women
in a nation is largely determined by three factors viz.,
economic, social and political identity.

The Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-07) called for a
three pronged strategy of social empowerment, economic
empowerment and providing gender justice to create an
enabling environment of positive, economic and social
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policies for women and eliminating all forms of
discrimination against them and thus advance gender
equality goals. The Government of India as initiated
various schemes spread across a broader spectrum such
as women’s need for shelter, security, safety, legal aid,
justice, information, maternal health, food, nutrition etc.
as well as their need for economic sustenance through
skill development, education, and access to credit and
marketing. In order to address the phenomenon of
domestic violence, which is widely prevalent but remains
largely invisible in the public domain, the Protection
from Domestic Violence Act, 2006 was enacted by the
Parliament. The Act envisages that the Protection Officer
would assist the victim of domestic violence to be secure
from violence and help her to access shelter homes,
health care and legal advice. For a holistic
empowerment of women to happen, social, economic
and political aspects impacting on women must converge
effectively. The multiple roles of women and the meager
ability to access resource and available assets are areas
of concern. It is important to emphasize that women
require adequate security and protection to be self-
reliant.

NATIONAL POLICY FOR
EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN (2001)

The principle of gender equality is enshrined in the
Indian Constitution in its Preamble, Fundamental
Rights, Fundamental Duties and Directive Principles.
The Constitution not only grants equality to women,
but also empowers the State to adopt measures of
positive discrimination in favour of women.

Within the framework of a democratic polity, our
laws, development policies, Plans and programmes have
aimed at women’s advancement in different spheres.
From the Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-78) onwards has
been a marked shift in the approach to women’s issues
from welfare to development. In recent years, the
empowerment of women has been recognized as the
central issue in determining the status of women. The
National Commission for Women was set up by an Act
of Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the rights and legal
entitlements of women. The 73rd and 74th Amendments
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(1993) to the Constitution of India have provided for
reservation of seats in the local bodies of Panchayats
and Municipalities for women, laying a strong
foundation for their participation in decision making at
the local levels.

India has also ratified various international
conventions and human rights instruments committing
to secure equal rights of women. Key among them is
the ratification of the Convention on Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in
1993.

The Mexico Plan of Action (1975), the Nairobi
Forward Looking Strategies (1985), the Beijing
Declaration as well as the Platform for Action (1995)
and the Outcome Document adopted by the UNGA
Session on Gender Equality and Development & Peace
for the 21st century;, titled “Further actions and initiatives
to implement the Beijing Declaration and the Platform
for Action” have been unreservedly endorsed by India
for appropriate follow up.

The Policy also takes note of the commitments of
the Ninth Five Year Plan and the other Sectoral Policies
relating to empowerment of WWomen.

The women’s movement and a wide-spread network
of non-Government Organisations which have strong
grass-roots presence and deep insight into women’s
concerns have contributed in inspiring initiatives for the
empowerment of women.

However, there still exists a wide gap between the
goals enunciated in the Constitution, legislation, policies,
plans, programmes, and related mechanisms on the one
hand and the situational reality of the status of women
in India, on the other. This has been analyzed extensively
in the Report of the Committee on the Status of Women
in India, “Towards Equality”, 1974 and highlighted in
the National Perspective Plan for Women, 1988-2000,
the Shramshakti Report, 1988 and the Platform for
Action, Five Years After- An assessment”

Gender disparity manifests itself in various forms,
the most obvious being the trend of continuously
declining female ratio in the population in the last few
decades. Sacial stereotyping and violence at the domestic
and societal levels are some of the other manifestations.
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Discrimination against girl children, adolescent girls and
women persists in parts of the country.

The underlying causes of gender inequality are
related to social and economic structure, which is based
on informal and formal norms, and practices.

Consequently, the access of women particularly
those belonging to weaker sections including Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes/ Other backward Classes and
minorities, majority of whom are in the rural areas and
in the informal, unorganized sector - to education, health
and productive resources, among others, is inadequate.
Therefore, they remain largely marginalized, poor and
socially excluded.

Goal and Obijectives

The goal of this Policy is to bring about the
advancement, development and empowerment of
women. The Policy will be widely disseminated so as
to encourage active participation of all stakeholders for
achieving its goals. Specifically, the objectives of this
Policy include

(1) Creating an environment through positive
economic and social policies for full development of
women to enable them to realize their full potential

(ii) The de-jure and de-facto enjoyment of all human
rights and fundamental freedom by women on equal
basis with men in all spheres - political, economic, social,
cultural and civil

(iii) Equal access to participation and decision
making of women in social, political and economic life
of the nation

(iv) Equal access to women to health care, quality
education at all levels, career and vocational guidance,
employment, equal remuneration, occupational health
and safety, social security and public office etc.

(v) Strengthening legal systems aimed at elimination
of all forms of discrimination against women

(vi) Changing societal attitudes and community
practices by active participation and involvement of both
men and women.

(vii) Mainstreaming a gender perspective in the
development process.

(viii) Elimination of discrimination and all forms
of violence against women and the girl child; and
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(ix) Building and strengthening partnerships with
civil society, particularly women’s organizations.
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